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Christmas Eve Services 2011

For the second year we will offer four worship celebrations on Christmas
Eve. Make plans now to attend! A nursery will be provided for the 4:00
and 6:00 p.m. services, but not for the 8:00 and 11:00 p.m. services.

4:00 p.m. 0 Our Lessons & Carols Service . We will read the scriptures
'and sing the carols that remind us

is suited for all ages. A brass ensemble and hand bell quartet will lead us
musically and a candlelight service will close the hour with Silent Night.

6:00 p.m. & Our Family Service . Open to everyone but with special emphasis on children,
youth and young families. Our praise team, br
will lead us musically and we will close the service with candlelight and Silent Night.

8:00 p.m. 9 Our Traditional Service . We wi || celebrate Gododos a
Barn with our Chancel Choir, hand bell quartet and brass ensemble leading the way. We will

close the service with candlelight symbolic of the Light of the Christ Child.

11:00 p.m. 8 Our Communion Service . We will remember the purpose of Christmas with a
special message for Candlelight Communion. Beautiful music from soloists and instrumentalists

will help us usher in Christmas Day!
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Vicos Vi ews é.
GETTING READY FOR
CHRI STMASé

: For t his D e ¢ e mpear?) and\gingerfy but with great effort you carry
| Views, | share with you a writ- it down from its attic hiding place (keep your
ing (author unknown) that | head down, now! Those rafters will bite you!)
have found helpful as we make preparations for Once again, itodés time to
Christmas. Read, remember and enjoy!

As always, the box is a veritable treasure

What do you do at your house to get ready for chest! Someone else might think the contents of
Christmas? Over the year s thé lfox a&re nothingibat glass dnth plastic,fbat no-
ily customs vary from household to household. you their very presence and familiarity make
Some like to decorate the house inside and out, them more precious than gold. Come Christmas
while some only put up a few modest decorations morning there will be other boxes to surprise and
in the living room. Some like to put the Christ- delight you. But the delight of this box, here and
mas tree up the day after Thanksgiving, while now, is that everything in it is so blessedly famil-
others wait until Christmas Eve and make the jiar. It even SMELLS familiar, as you carefully
decorating of the tree the last order of business open the lid and gaze once again at the treasures
for the season 0 especially if the tree is a LIVE of Christmases past & some long ago, some not so
one! (How many needles does this thing have, long ago.

anyhow?) _
Here is the ornament you bought to commemo-

But thereds one ritual triteayoud frst Chastmas as fiusband and wifb 0 & &
this time of the year in homes all across Ameri- little tarnished maybe, a little ragged around the
ca, maybe even in YOUR home. Does this sound edges from the numerous moves from one house
familiar: You go down into the basement, or up to another, but still a treasured keepsake.
into the attic, and stumble around amongst the .
too-many cartons and boxes stored there (careful A nd ookl Her e 0s one
nowddondt step through the Ch@sér‘qaﬁ;. [ Aﬁgyouﬁl lé?try?ué ‘.:h'IdYn(?V\fr It
fumble around until finally you come upon that seems so long dgo thal you first fung this one on
large, well -worn box marked "Xmas." You brush the treg. But as you quk at the _ornament, the
eleven months worth of dust off the top of it. You memon'es rush back and it seems like only yester-
sneeze @ repeatedly! Then you pick the box up dayé. .

(is it just me, or does this thing get heavier every (Continued on page 2)
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(Continued from Page 1)

Somewhere inside that big box marked
"Xmas" you find a smaller box. Tissue paper or
bubble wrap protects several small objects with-
in this container. You take one of the small ob-
jects out and cradle it gently in the palm of your
hand. You carefully unwrap it and find a Wise
Man, still clutching his gift for the Christ Child.
Once again he has come at Christmas, in his
stately porcelain robe, asking, "Where is he who
is born King of the Jews?"

One by one you remove other objects from the
small box. You unwrap donkeys and cows, sheep
and shepherds, Mary and Joseph, until finally
the whole cast of characters from the Nativity
Scene has arrived ¢ all but one, that is. He lies
by himself now, swaddled in an extra protective
coating in the bottom of the box. One last bun-
dle, the smallest of them all, and yet the most
important one of all, awaits your attention. You
smile as you peel away the bubble wrap and tis-
sue paper knowing that here is the greatest
treasure of them all: the baby Jesus!

You see, we handle the treasures of Christ-
mas with such familiarity and casualness that
wedre |ikely to forget
siah, the Promised Redeemer of God, Emmanu-
el, is the One who is present with us.

We carry that old box marked "Xmas" down
from the attic and unpack the familiar Nativity
scene. And 1itds good t
porcelain figures to help us tell our children and
our childrends children
Christmas story, and to be reminded of it once
again oursel ves. But [
shrinking Christmas down to something we
think we can grasp and manage and control,
taking it out of the box for a little while, then
packing it away again until this time next year?

Dondt we hope, in the
blessedly familiar, that we might be invaded by
a sense of wonder and mystery that is beyond
our knowledge, beyond our ability to know and
prove?

Christ is full of surprises. The biggest
one is how He uses us in His plan to Love
the world back to God. The ways in which
He chooses to use us are mostly beyond our
knowledge, beyond our ability, yet He sur-
prises us with ability beyond ourselves i
that truly is wondrous and mysterious.

Let us be the Christ alive in the world
today. Let us be His hands and His feet and
let our voice be His voice. Let us make
"peace on earth and good will to all people”
more than just the rhetoric of the church.
Let us give birth to it today.

And in the struggle and pain of that
birth, we will discover the companionship of
One whom we did not know and did not ex-
pect. Our joy will be magnified in His light,
and in His light, even those things that are
so blessedly familiar to us take on a new
appearance, a new significance.

In Advent, we wait and hope and watch
for this One called Jesus, Emmanuel, God
with us. As we do that together in worship,
let us see Christ in each other, and thank
God for trha grivilege to serve Him together.
at t f t

t h coming o he Me
Let Christ Shine Through You this

Christmas!

Pastor Vic
o hav ting

t he ami | i ajr
snot r of

mi d st i's so
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