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Vic’s Views…. 

 

What is Advent? 

     We are entering the season of Advent which pre-

cedes Christmas Day and Christmas Season. Advent 

has sometimes been neglected in deference to Christ-

mas simply because our culture pushes us in that di-

rection with all the stores and malls playing Christmas 

music sometimes before Halloween. Our interest in 

worship is to understand Advent as the necessary 

preparation for Christmas. So, where does Advent 

come from and what does it mean for us? 

     The season of Advent has been with us 

since the fourth century, although it has not 

been a part of the liturgical observance of all 

denominations and churches. With the mixing 

of Christmas and Advent during the weeks 

leading up to Christmas Day, there is often 

confusion of the two. Here are the basics of 

Advent: 

     When. Advent marks the beginning of the 

church year. It begins with the fourth Sunday 

before Christmas Day and ends Christmas Eve. 

If Christmas Day falls on a Sunday, Advent 

will last four full weeks. If Christmas Day 

falls on any other day of the week, Advent 

will last less than four weeks. If Christmas 

falls on a Monday, Tuesday, or Wednesday, 

all of Advent will be in December. If Christ-

mas falls on any other day of the week, Ad-

vent will begin in November.  

     What. Advent comes from the Latin 

word, adventus, meaning "coming." It is a 

season to prepare for the coming of Christ in 

various meanings: the promised coming of 

the Messiah to the Jews, the coming of Jesus 

being born in Bethlehem, the promised return 

of the risen Christ in final victory, and the 

continual coming of Christ into the lives and 

hearts of believers.  

    Liturgical Context. Advent, which marks 

the beginning of the liturgical year, is part of 

the cycle of seasons that includes Advent, 

Christmas, and Epiphany, all related in some 

fashion to the coming of Jesus. That cycle is 

followed by Lent, Holy Week, Easter, and the 

long Pentecost season. 

 

                       (Continued on page 2) 
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     History. Advent began in France in the 

fourth century. In various times and locations 

of the church, Advent has been observed for 

three, four, and six weeks leading to Christ-

mas. Some churches today are experimenting 

with incorporating Advent themes and sym-

bols in worship during the weeks prior to the 

actual start of Advent in the hope that they can 

avoid the conflict of Advent versus Christmas 

observance during the immediate weeks prior 

to Christmas.  

     Color. The color for Advent has tradition-

ally been purple. Some churches have adopted 

blue for Advent. In practice, however, as 

churches increasingly incorporate the symbols 

and decorations of Christmas during Advent, 

more and more we see red, green, and gold 

appearing. The United Methodist Book of 

Worship upholds the traditional color of pur-

ple for Advent, signifying penitence and roy-

alty; but it also allows blue, the color of hope. 

     It is my hope that you will embrace the 

journey through the Advent Season so that 

Christmas will be anticipated in a way that 

will enhance your experience of the Christ 

Child being born for us and our salvation!  

(I’m indebted to Dean McIntyre, from Disci-

pleship Ministries, for much of the content of 

this article)  

You Are Loved! 

Pastor Vic Willis   

                           

Which generation has the most fans of  

Christmas music?  It may not be what you think.   

 

According to Richard Morgan of the New York 

Post: “Music aficionados aged between 18 to 34 

now account for a whopping 36 percent of holiday 

music fans — a chunk that’s more than 40 percent 

larger than the corresponding pool of Christmas-

jingling baby boomers, according to a study by 

Nielsen. 

 

     “Boomers & Beyond,” which is how Nielsen de-

scribes the 55-plus crowd, make up only 25 percent 

of the holiday fan base. That even trails the 31 per-

cent who are Gen Xers aged 35 to 54. 

 

     The emergence of millennials as the generation 

most enamored with Christmas jingles is all the 

more remarkable given that eight of the top 10 holi-

day songs played on the radio during Christmas 

season last year were released between 1944 (Bing 

Crosby’s “White Christmas”) and 1970 (Jose Feli-

ciano’s “Feliz Navidad”). 

 

     The list’s only two “modern” artists were Mari-

ah Carey (1994’s “All I Want for Christmas”) and 

Trans-Siberian Orchestra (1995’s “Christmas Eve 

Sarajevo”). 

 

     “This debunks a myth even for me,” David Ba-

kula, Nielsen’s senior VP of Industry Insights, told 

The Post. “I thought that, because so much of 

Christmas music is rooted in classics from the ‘50s 

and ‘60s, boomers would be the biggest fans.” 

 

     For the first time in history, we have five genera-

tions worshipping in the Church at the same time.  

Christmas music is a common bond among them, 

and our worship services in December will not be 

short on it.  From handbells to choirs to organ to 

chimes, to guitars, and keyboards and orchestral in-

struments, the Sanctuary will be reverberating with 

the songs of Christmas and  the Christ Child.  Plan 

to be in church every Sunday as we gather as a mul-

ti-generational family to share our praise of our 

awesome Heavenly Father Whose love knows no 

bounds. O come, let us adore Him, Christ, the Lord! 

Fonda 
Director of Music 



 PAGE 3 MESSENGER  VOLUME IX,  ISSUE XI I  

Englewood United Methodist Women 

 

Wish you gifts of peace and love 

wrapped in a season of Joy! 

 

Please join us for our Christmas  

Celebration on December 6th beginning 

with our Friendship Punch at 11:30 

 followed by a potluck at noon. 

 

Program: “Our Christmas Joy” 

with Pastor Don & Mary 

 

Host: Leah Circle 

 

Pastor  

Perri’s 

Notes… 

  

Spreading Love this Christmas Season 
 
     If you have been listening to the sermons late-

ly, Pastor Vic and myself have been unconsciously 

really resonating on us acting like the Christians 

we claim to be. To do that means we actually 

show love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, good-

ness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control to 

ourselves and others. If you have been trying to do 

that, you know it’s sometimes easier to talk about 

doing that than actually doing. We often fail mis-

erably. With conviction that Christ desires more 

love in us, we have to figure out how to confess 

our shortcomings, work through them and shine 

the light of Christ we project.  

 

     We are reading a book as a staff called Genera-

tional IQ. It’s teaching us more about each of ya’ll 

and the generation you were raised in. (It’s a good 

read to understand your children and grandchil-

dren if you want to get it.) I read something this 

week that floored me about my generation, Mil-

lennials. A survey was done and Millennials said 

they would rather be a cannibal than to judge 

someone. Often times, Christians turn others away 

from faith because of our judgmental attitudes. We 

say we love and that God is the judge, but yet peo-

ple who are “not yet” Christians believe we our-

selves don’t show love but show judgement. I 

don’t know which Millennials said they would 

rather eat people than judge, but what I do desire 

is for Englewood United Methodist Church mem-

bers and attendees to be a beacon of Light and 

LOVE to our community where they see our love 

not judgement and seeds of Christ can be spread in 

their life. 

 

     I was thinking about what would be a fun way 

to live these fruits out and grow in them this 

Christmas season, and I thought doing a “Spreading 

Love Christmas Challenge” would be something in 

which everyone (young and old) could participate. 

What better way for us to get ourselves in motion to 

learn how to love like Christ did than a friendly chal-

lenge to love others this Christmas season.  

 

     So here goes: I have created a “Spreading Love 

Christmas Challenge” worksheet that you can pick 

up at the church office counter. 

 

     It’s not a calendar of activities. So, if you miss 

one day you won’t be so overwhelmed and quit. It 

will be a list of ways you can serve and love others 

this season, making Christmas about giving as God 

gave us the greatest gift of Christ at Christmas time. 

Pick the ones you can do. See how many you can do. 

If you have a busy day, do a simple one. If you have 

time, spend extra time to make someone's day spe-

cial. Do it alone or with your family or friends. Cre-

ate your own ideas and add them to the list. Be inten-

tional. I pray our community will feel the love of 

Christ this Christmas flowing through you!  Also it is 

a way we can practicing living out this faith Christ 

calls us to.  

 

Join me in Spread LOVE! Merry Christmas! 

Pastor Perri  
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At Home 

Fran Altman 

Jimmy & Rhoda Clovis 

Joe & Ethel Croce 

Dick Davis 

Audrey Grant 

Joan Griffin 

Colleen Haag 

Lori Ierardi 

Howard & Nan Jackson 

Jean Kushall 

Deborah Larsen 

Geri Meneely 

Roger & Barb Molendyke 

Jackie Morton 

Damon & Ruth Runyon 

Adele Stewart 

Mary Thompson 

Matt White 

Matt & Helen Williams 

Gina Willis 

Virginia Wilson 

 

Bay Breeze 

Dorothea “Dodie” Fleming 

 

Inglenook 

Millie Messner 

Jeanne Sawyer 

 

Live Oak Manor 

Shirleen Gallagher 

 

Magnolia Acres 

Gayle Davis 

 

North Port Pines 

Janice Reynolds 

 

Pinebrook 

Geri Demmin 

 

Quality Health Care Center 

Dorothy Burton 

 

Sunset Lakes Village 

Al King 

Vivian Miller 

 

Towers of Venice 

Audrey MacEhiney-Rogers 

Brookdale Venice 

Jim Roch 

 

Discovery Village 

Jean Lesher 

 

Family Affair 

Alice Buck 

Marjorie Fitzgerald 

 

Grand Villa 

Margaret Cypher 

Dorothy Hill 

Diane Keemon 

Mary Rainey 

 

Heritage Oaks 

Frances Bates 

Peg Grim 

Audrey Lindsay 

Charles Lindberg 

Willard & Janet Wilson 

 

Jacaranda Trace 

Margie Laney 

 

CONGREGATIONAL  CARE  MINISTRY 

       Our daughter Donya is a music teacher and has prepared many students through the years for 

college and placed within them the love for music for whatever they choose to do in life. This past 

week she handed out Christmas music to students. She only has five more lessons before their re-

cital.  Her teaching week ended with a little fella named Bobby. Bobby looks like a mini version of 

Ed Orgeron (LSU head football coach). Bobby is also a football player and is still in early elementary school. Bobby 

often keeps Donya in stitches as he is a truth teller and you never know what he is going to say. Donya gave him his 

music book. They looked at the songs together with her playing a portion of each one. Next, they chose the first piece 

to work on “Santa Claus is Coming to Town” and while Bobby was playing, he stopped three times to ask her if she 

knew that Santa Claus was just a stalker?  As he kept playing, he would stop again to tell her that he really is a stalker 

because he watches us when we sleep and only gives us something if we are nice. At the end of his playing this piece 

for the first time, he decided he didn’t like this piece. This thing is, she always lets the children choose the first piece 

and she chooses the second. So, now it was the teachers turn. She chose “The Little Drummer Boy” – she knew that 

Bobby would like this because of the big left-hand cords and the rhythm. When they finished the piece, it was about 

time for him to leave. He stood up and asked her what “The Drummer Boy” had to do with Christmas anyway? She 

asked him if he knew the story of the drummer boy – he said he did not. 

 

     So – this is what she told him…. “Bobby, I actually have my own drummer boy that I sit out every year at Christ-

mas. I love the little drummer boy. Do you know the story of when Jesus was born in a manger? Many came to visit 

Him, and they all brought gifts because that is what you do when a baby is born. Wiseman brought him great treasures. 

Shepherds came – but the legend of the little drummer boy is that he came to see Jesus and had nothing to give. He did 

not have a present with him. Or, at least he didn’t think so until he was told that he did have a gift. He had the gift of 

music. His playing the drum was his gift. Bobby, you have gifts too. “You play the piano and you also play football 

well. Those are two great gifts and music can always be a gift for you.”  May we all treasure our gifts and the faith of 

children. As we celebrate Christmas may we believe like a child and enjoy the music!     
Pastor Don 
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Financial Peace University  

Sundays 

 January 20—March 18, 11:00-12:30* 

Cost: $109 per household 

Facilitated by Donna Peyton 

“The average family who takes FPU pays off 

$5,300 in debt in the first 90 days.” 

 Sign up now. Space is limited.  

*Nursery and Children’s Church will be extend until 

12:30 for parents taking the course.  

One Down—Four to Go 
  

    We have completed our first UMCOR Hurricane 

Irma Recovery Mission week in LaBelle. The first 

EUMC Recovery team spent a week removing and 

leveling a floor for a very deserving elderly couple 

that were devastated by Hurricane Irma in Septem-

ber of 2017. 

 

     Our EUMC Team: Al Leslie, Quentin Burkey, 

Kurt Beckman, Alison Beckman, Al Garcia, Margie 

Kennedy, and Marty Benscik spent a week remov-

ing tile/subfloor and restructuring floor joist to re-

ceive new subfloor. 

 

     This project has been assigned to EUMC and our 

next stage will be to replace some interior partitions, 

insulate exterior walls and install sheetrock on walls 

and ceilings. 

 

     Our team was based in Riverside Retreat for 

sleeping, showering, and meals for the week. River-

side is only 15 miles from the work site. 

 

     Our next mission date is December 3-7 and we 

are looking for team volunteers. Construction skills 

are a bonus, but if you can follow directions, we can 

use you. Gals are welcome too. There is no fee for 

your participation—“board and room” are included! 

 

Future mission dates: January 14-18, February 11-

15, and March 11-15, 2019. 

 

Contact Peter Patrick 410-713-2406 

New Members Class  

     The new members classes will be held Tuesday, 

January 8th and 15th for those interested in joining 

the church. Classes are from 6:00—8:00 p.m. (room 

to be announced). Membership Joining Sunday will 

be January 20th  during the service you attend. 

     If you are interested in joining the EUMC family, 

please call the church office at 941-474-5588, ext. 

105 and let Teresa know you’re planning to attend 

the classes. Childcare will gladly be provided upon 

request. 

“Wednesday Night at the Movies” 

Join up for discussion of current movies from a 

Christian point of view.  Movies will be 

 selected by the group and independently watched 

during the previous week.   

Wednesdays, January 9—February 13 

6:30-7:30 P.M. in Room 104 

Facilitated by Ellie Manser 

8elliecooks@gmail.com 

Registration in Fellowship Hall 

December 30 

Women’s Monday 

Bible Study 

January 7 -April 8 

10:00 A.M. & 6:30 P.M. 

Sign up December 9  

In Fellowship Hall 

Workbook $12 

 

“Twelve More Women of the Bible”  

Come study: Proverbs 31 woman, Deborah, Shula-

mite woman, Ruth, Puah & Shiphrah, Esther, 

Priscilla, Mary & Martha, the bent woman, Wom-

an with an issue of blood, Elizabeth, and Anna. 
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Ms. Patty’s Playroom 

     A third of our year school year is over and what 

a great year it has been!  Our kids have had visits 

from Firemen and baby alligators, the costume 

parade was a hoot, our VPK kids have been to a 

dairy and were able to feed calves, our classrooms 

have all received new flooring and carpeting, our 

preschool rooms have been painted, our kids are 

learning like crazy, we hosted an incredible con-

ference on Conscious Discipline and Trauma and 

on November 11th  we held our annual Country 

Classics Concert to raise money for the Preschool.  

Yes, I’d say we’ve been a little busy and now...It’s 

Christmas Time!  

  

     Christmas in a preschool is a 

magical time.  Santa is very real 

while at the same time, the kids 

are learning about the birth of a 

very special baby - our Savior 

Jesus Christ.  Soon we will be 

decorating the school; including 

our family Christmas Tree.  We ask each of the 

families to bring an ornament to share and it is 

quite special.  We will begin practicing our Christ-

mas Carols for the concert on December 12th 

(which you are all invited to attend), and this year 

each classroom will have an Advent Calendar so 

that the coming of Christ can be thought about 

every day.   

 

     I want to thank each of you for the love you 

show our school.  We feel your prayers, see the 

benefits of your donations and so appreciate your 

volunteerism.  From our parents, children and staff 

let me say Merry Christmas to All and to All May 

God Bless your Christmas Season and New Year. 

 

Patty Tuff 
Director of Preschool 

  

Sunday Parking Lot Ushers Needed 

Beginning December 9—April 28, EUMC needs 

people to help guide cars between the 9:15 & 

11:00 services.  The approximate time a person 

would serve will be from 10:30-11:15.   

Please contact Joyce in the church office if you 

able to help on any of these dates.  

 474-5588 or joyce@englewoodumc.net 

Coming in January! 

We are Trained — 

Let’s Get Organized 
 

     Many EUMC members and members from the 

Englewood Community attended  training and re-

ceived CERT Emergency Response Certification 

back in August. 

 

     Now we are offering the opportunity for those 

CERT Emergency Responders to come together and 

learn about forming a NW Charlotte County Emer-

gency Team. Currently there are 2 other response 

teams organized: Gulf Cove and Rotunda. Forming 

a NW Charlotte county response team will give our 

county more complete coverage in the event we 

have a emergency. 

 

     The January date will be announced in the next 

few weeks. 



 

PAGE 8 MESSENGER VOLUME IX,  ISSUE XI I  

Super Senior Birthday 
Registration 

 
Name   

Birth Date            /           / 

                   Month    Day     Year 

 Are you a Super Senior of 

four score years or more?  We 

have the names and birth dates 

of many of our 80 (or more) 

years old, but we want to recog-

nize ALL of these honored 

members.  Please register your 

birthday if you haven’t done so 

already. Just call the church of-

fice or send in the registration 

form. 

 The Super Senior birthdays 

are listed each month in the 

Messenger.  Help them celebrate 

their super birthday by congratu-

lating them on their special day. 

December 

Super Senior 

Birthdays 

** 90 (or over) Years Young! 

12/04  Fran Stephenson  

12/05  Lois Kennedy ** 

12/09  Roy Taylor ** 

12/10  Fred Haynes ** 

12/15  Fran Altman ** 

12/17  Jan Campbell ** 

12/19  Rosemary Vreeland 

12/20  Howard Cheek 

12/24  Claude Lanham ** 

12/25  Sarah Kates 

12/26  Bill Roberts 

12/28  Vi Caldwell  ** 

12/29  Norm Caldwell  ** 

 

 Christmas Poinsettia Plants 

     We will be decorating our Sanctuary with poinsettia plants for Sunday, 

December 23rd  & Christmas Eve services at 4:00, 6:00, 8:00 & 10:00 p.m. 

If you would like to order a plant “in honor of” or “in memory of” someone 

special, please fill out the form below. Please put the form in the collection 

plate or bring to the office.  Make check payable to EUMC, $8.00 per plant.  

     The deadline to order is Monday, December 3th 

******************************************************************* 

Please Print Clearly 

Name:_____________________________________________________________ 

Phone No._________________________e-mail____________________________ 

In memory of:_______________________________________________________ 

In honor of:_________________________________________________________ 

______I will take my plant(s) AFTER the 10:00 p.m. Christmas Eve church service or     

pick up on Christmas Day outside the west entrance to the Sanctuary between 11:00 

a.m. and 2:00 p.m. 

______I will leave my plant(s) for the homebound. 
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SIX YEARS IN PERU 

Darrell and Kim North and 

their children, Carter and Me-

gan have spent 6 years in Peru 

and have sent a few photos to 

document their journey.  

Packed and ready to go, mid-

October 2012. Everything we 

thought we needed and then 

some was packed into 20 plastic cases and shipped 

to Peru. Little did we know the ordeal it would be 

to retrieve them from Peruvian customs.  

Teaching kids in a  moun-

tain village during  a Christ-

mas program. Trips like this 

helped us discover the need 

for the Leader and Disciple-

ship training courses.  

 

She really wanted 

her picture taken 

and wasn’t shy. 

Many Quechua 

women are very re-

luctant to have their 

pictures taken. But 

not this lady who 

was showing us how 

to make Mote or Hominy in English.  

First Christmas in Peru 

with our “Charlie 

Brown” plastic tree. We 

planned ahead and 

brought gifts for the kids. 

 

Peruvian pride, wearing the soccer jersey of the 

national soccer 

team. This year 

they made it to the 

World Cup for the 

first time in 30 

years.  

2018 Graduation and 

moving on. The kids 

have grown a lot and 

we are very proud of 

all they have over-

come living outside of 

their culture and away 

from their friends.  

     God has blessed our family and the Gospel is now 

being preached in many areas of Peru as a result of the 

training and encouragement received through disciple-

ship classes. January 5, 2019 is our day to return, but, 

we must fund-raise first. If our budget isn’t met, we’ll 

delay our return until we are fully funded.  

     What a joy that Englewood United Methodist 

Church is able to contribute to the support of this 

family as they continue doing God’s work.  

Nancy Prins, Chair 

Missions Committee 
 

 

 

Community Working Together  

     I wanted to share this story of this wonderful fami-

ly who was housed with Family Promise earlier this 

year.  They recently stopped back 

in to visit the Day Center and 

brought their dog Xena to meet 

everyone.  Xena was housed for 

the family during their stay in 

FPSSC by the Sarasota County 

Sheriff's Office Animal Services 

Division in partnership with 

FPSSC.   

     Once the family was stably housed, they were reu-

nited with their beloved family pet!  It is so important 

to keep the whole family together and so unfortunate 

when a child loses their family pet because of circum-

stances they cannot control.  

     What a great community we live in! Thanks to 

everyone!   

 

 Maria Ciampi, EUMC Coordinator 
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2019 Florida Conference 

Women’s  Retreats                                                                                           

“..…got Joy?” 

February 8-10 & 

March 8-10 
 

       Please prayerfully consider joining us in 2019 

for a glorious weekend, a time to pull away from 

your daily responsibilities and truly relax in the 

peace and beauty of the Life Enrichment Center.  Be 

inspired by the assembly of leaders providing spir-

itual guidance, and experience the very presence of 

the Lord.  You will join like-minded women and 

surely strengthen your relationship with Jesus 

Christ, our Lord and Savior. 

 

     There are two sessions from which to 

choose.  While each session is similar, each has very 

different speakers who will set distinctive vibes for 

the weekend.  If you can’t decide, attend more than 

one!  The theme for 2019 is “…got Joy?”   

 

     For more information go to the EUMC web-

site at: www.englewoodumc.net 

               

 

 

 

Please mark your calendars for Friday, February 8, 

2019.  EUMC will once again sponsor Night to 

Shine, a prom for adults with special needs. 

 

There are a number of ways to assist with this year’s 

prom. We are looking for donations for the Boutique.   

Our guests are invited to the free boutique in the 

weeks prior to the prom.  We are in need of larger 

size formal gowns and men’s suits. 

 

Please contact us via email: 

nighttoshineeumc@gmail.com  

or contact Pat Kelly at 941-468-0422 to donate.   

 

     Beginning January 6th, you may sign up in Fellow-

ship Hall to volunteer for the various teams. Feel free 

to contact Margaret Rock 941-468-6318 with any 

concerns.   

mailto:nighttoshineeumc@gmail.com
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Health & Wholeness 

     This article will introduce you to an old grain-

though it is technically a pseudo-cereal. Quinoa 

(KEEN-wah) comes from the Andes of South 

America. Much of this article was gleaned from 

the Whole Grains Council. I quote "While no sin-

gle food can supply all the essential lifesaving nu-

trients, quinoa comes as close as anything in the 

plant or animal kingdom." 

     Quinoa is a flowering plant in the Amaranth 

family. It is a plant grown as a green crop for the 

edible seeds. One half pound of seeds can produce 

up to 2000 pounds of seeds. The seeds are high in 

protein as the germ is 60% of the seed. It is high in 

dietary fiber, minerals in amounts higher that 

wheat, corn, oats and is GLUTEN FREE! After 

harvesting the seeds are processed to remove the 

bitter tasting outer coat. The seeds are not pro-

cessed if they are going to be used for seeding next 

season. This bitter coat deters birds from eating the 

seeds. 

     Quinoa originated in the Andes region of 

Northwestern South America. Quinoa was domes-

ticated 3000-4000 years ago for human consump-

tion. In the Lake Titicaca Basin of Peru, archaeo-

logical evidence shows livestock were eating this 

grain 5200-7000 years ago. The Incas, who held 

the crop sacred, referred to it as "the mother of all 

grains." It was a custom for the Inca emperor to 

sow the first seeds each season using "golden im-

plements." Quinoa is extremely valuable for its 

nutritional values. It is now grown in 50 countries, 

but Peru and Bolivia produce 97% of the total tons 

produced. 

     Quinoa is cooked like rice. One cup with 2 cups 

of water or broth. Bring liquids to a boil and add 

the grain, lower the temperature to simmer for 15 

minutes. Serve as a side dish, a cereal, salad, or 

add to soups. It is a complete protein! A quick 

rinse before cooking can remove some of the bitter 

taste. It comes in white, red or black colors. Re-

cently, I enjoyed a granola made with quinoa and 

dried fruit. Give quinoa a try and enjoy another 

special grain. 

Grace Talada 

 

Merry Christmas and  

Happy New Year 

From the EUMC Staff 

 

The EUMC office will be closed  

December 24—January 1 

Memorial Corner 

10/26  Mel Herman 

10/28  Dick Haag 

Our thoughts and prayers are with  

their family and friends. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Memorial Gifts 

 

Helping Hand 

In Memory Of:  Nancy Baunon 

        Given By:  Barry & Marlene McLaugllin 

 

Congregational Care 

In Memory Of:  Joan Larsen 

        Given By:  Eldon & Sylvia Morrill 

 

Boy Scouts 

In Memory Of:  Rich Wack 

        Given By:  Roy & Julie Kern 

 

Permanent Endowment 

In Memory Of:  Rich Wack 

        Given By:  Margaret Rock 

 

Non-designated Giving 

In Memory Of:  Betty Gatewood 

        Given By:  UMW Crafters  
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December Parent Date Opportunites 

 Saturday evening, December 1st from 5:00 to 8:00 p.m., dinner will be provided. 

 A daytime opportunity on Saturday, December 8th from 2:00 to 5:00 p.m. 

Parents need some time to themselves and to prepare for the Holidays.  We  

invite you to sign your children up for one or both of these time frames.  

They will enjoy the crafts, games, snacks,  music, movies, free-play, science and  

valuable Christian fellowship with their peers.  Parent Date Nights are free, designed to give a 

break to weary parents 

 

For more information about serving in our Children’s Programs, 

or how we can serve you? Please call Suzie Asa or Casey Church  

through the church office, 941-474-5588 or  

by email suzie@englewoodumc.net or susanasa93@gmail.com 

 

During contemporary service after the children leave the Sanctuary on Sunday 

mornings, elementary students will experience  a large group/small group format. 

This will allow them to be a bit more active, but also will facilitate stronger         

relationships with their peers and leaders. We hope they will enjoy the interactive     

experience and your family will enjoy the more streamlined dismissal process. We 

are continuing to utilize Cokesbury curriculum and will follow the same solid 

Scope and Sequence.  Christmas blessings to you and yours! 

Join us for the family service, Christmas Eve at 6:00 p.m. 
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Book Buzz!!!! 

The holidays are here! 

The excitement of little children is so wonderful. 

Candlelights in windows, beautifully decorated 

Christmas trees, wreaths on doorways, goodies 

baked by grandmas and parties of family gather-

ings abound. 

 

But for some, this beautiful picture is not reality. 

 

Fifty years ago we were in the process of building 

a restaurant. 

Funds were tight and the bills were being paid 

with bank loans. 

 

Christmas eve day—the fridge was bare with three 

little ones to feed. 

So I sat in the breakfast room, watching the birds 

in the woods while praying for help. 

 

Soon a car entered the long driveway. My best 

friend Janis parked, waved and walked to her 

trunk. As I opened the back door, she approached 

with a beautiful basket in her arms and a smile 

that lit up the house! 

 

Packages of meats, cheeses, nuts, popcorn and 

Christmas cookies spilled onto the table. Encir-

cling us were hugs and answered prayers! 

 

What will you share with others this Christmas-

time? 

Whose prayers will you answer with your gifting? 

 

Have a wonderful holiday! 

 

Pam Heady, 
Your thankful church librarian 
 

Infant Baby Jesus So Fragile and So Small 

 

 

 

 

 

Born from a woman like you and like me,  

Come to teach, to tell of His Father, and how our lives 

should be. 

For white and for black, the sick and the lame; 

Those possessed by demons, and those of important 

name. 

He preached about love and healed the broken, 

Gentler, kinder words were never spoken. 

God came to earth as a man. 

He Gathered His twelve to be part of His plan. 

His feelings for us were so great, 

He accepted without question, His horrible fate. 

Adultery, blasphemy, murder, and greed, He took 

them all. 

Not just for you and for me, but for all mankind…… 

Oh why can’t they see?  

Speaking in parables, changing our thinking;  

A way to Christ, new water for drinking. 

Drink deep His Word and be born anew,  

No greater gift can be sacrificed for you. 

Salvation through faith and belief in the resurrection,  

will set your feet in the Jesus direction. 

So take off your mask and open your heart,  

For like the rest of us humankind, you are a part. 

Confess all the things that keep you in prison,  

For Jesus will embrace you and say………. 

Beloved, you are forgiven. 

Infant baby Jesus so fragile and so small,  

Come quickly Lord Christ………..for us all. 

  

By Barbara Ierardi 

     May the birth of Jesus bring you peace, hope, joy, 

and love this Christmas Season.  We hold you and 

your prayer requests up to our mighty and merciful 

Father, and we wish you a personal encounter with the 

Holy Spirit. Merry Christmas!  

Prayer, In His Presence, Intercessory prayer group: 

Merrice Chandler     Patty Miller     Norma Patterson 

Monica Schiller      Mary Ann Young 

Barbara Ierardi, Group Leader 
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    Dinner in Fellowship Hall 

5:00-6:30 p.m. 

There is a $7 suggested  

donation. Take-out meals are 

available for $7 each.  

As always children eat for free!  

Kid’s meals are always served.  

Left over food is given to  

Englewood Meals on Wheels. 

 

December 5 

Sweet-n-Sour Chicken 

with Rice 

Egg Roll 

Tossed Salad 

Brownie A La Mode 

 

December 12 

Spiral Cut Ham 

Stuffing 

Corn Casserole 

Tossed Salad 

Fruit Cobbler 

 

December 19 

Open-faced Roast Beef 

Mashed Potatoes 

Glazed Carrots 

Tossed Salad 

Cheese Cake Shooters 

Winter Retreat, “Build Your Life on the Rock”  

(based on Isaiah 26:4 & 1 Corinthians 

10:4) 

Several of our youth will be attending  

Winter Retreat at Stone Mountain in  

Georgia from December 30th  - January 3rd. 

Donations of cookies and brownies are being  

accepted. No nuts please. 

 Do you need help with your  

Christmas decorations? 
 Are your decoration boxes or tree 

too cumbersome to manage by  

yourself? Our youth,  parents and  

volunteers would love to help you!  

Sign-up in Fellowship Hall, or  

contact Suzie Asa through the 

church office, 474-5588, ext. 257. 

Do you have questions about our program? Or if you 

are led to get involved through mentoring our  

awesome youth, contact me through  

the church office. 

 

Please pray for our efforts. Thank you! Suzie Asa  

941-474-5588, email suzie@englewoodumc.net or 

 susanasa93@gmail.com 

Pancakes & More! 
Served by Men’s Fellowship 

Saturdays 7:30—11:00 a.m. 

2018-2019 

December 1, 15 & 29 

January 12 & 26 

All the Pancakes You Can Eat! 
OJ & Bottomless Coffee/Tea 

With Egg & Sausage or Biscuits & Sausage Gravy or  

Quiche & Fresh Fruit 

$6.00 / Children Under 12 eat FREE! 
 

  Enjoy Live Music Buy: Crafts/Honey/Nuts 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Comparative Financial  

Operations/Performance 

For the 10 months ending October 31, 2018 

 

Tithes & Offerings    $1,402,986     $1,404,648 

Cash Expenditures $1,407,969      $1,328,305 

Tithes & Offerings  

Less Expenditurs $      -4,983 $    79,343 
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Christmas Eve Services  

Monday, December 24th 

4:00 pm - Our Early Traditional Service, which is family friendly, will 

draw you closer to the true meaning of Christmas with organ, vocal and 

instrumental soloists leading us musically. A candlelight service will close 

the hour with Silent Night. 

 

6:00 pm - Our Family Service will have an exciting retelling of the  

Christmas Story accompanied by Fusion by Fire Praise Band  

and Children's Choir. Christmas Carols will be played by the Handbells in 

the Narthex pre-service at 5:30 pm. The Christmas worship music and can-

dlelight will close the hour with Silent Night. 

 

8:00 pm - Our Traditional Service will proclaim the Word of God's arrival 

among us. Handbells will be played pre-service in the Narthex at 7:30 pm. The service will musically include 

organ, Sanctuary Choir, trumpet, cello, harp and timpani. We will close the candlelight service with Silent 

Night. 

 

10:00 pm - Our Communion service will have a special message that prepares us for Candlelight Communion. 

Beautiful music from organ, harp, trumpets, flute, clarinet, cello, percussion, timpani and vocal soloists.  


