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Vic’s Views….
Those Rear-View
Mirrors!

At a Church Conference several years ago I heard Dr.
Tony Evans say one of the reasons they make car windshields so big and rear-view mirrors so small is to constantly remind us what is most important to keep our
eyes on—what lay ahead of us, NOT what’s behind us.
If we really want to go somewhere we should be
looking through the huge windshield 98% of the time
while glancing in the rear-view mirror only 2% of the
time, and only for reference sake. We should never get
stuck gazing into the rear-view mirror while we’re going
down the highway, or a world of trouble awaits us very
abruptly!
The Apostle Paul says just about the same thing in
Philippians 3:13-14 with, “But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, I
press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God
has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.”
Getting stuck looking back can be harmful in several
ways.
First, it can distract us from noticing the opportunities
that are right in front of us! Let’s say a family member or
spouse dies. To be sure, grief makes us look back, sometimes with joy and sometimes with regret. Glancing back
can surely help us keep their memory alive, but a constant gaze backwards will cause us to miss another fami-

ly member or friend that is still alive and very much in
front of us and available, but we don’t see them, we’re so
glued to the past. Grief has a season of rear-view mirror
gazing, no doubt, but it’s not a place for us to take up residence. We may need to pull the car over, and sit with the
rear-view mirror for a while…but not forever.
Think of it terms of our faith. We may remember a
period in the past when all seemed right with the world. I
once served a church that had been on a 20-year slide in
attendance. When I arrived several people told me their
hopes that my coming might bring them back to
the “glory days,” when the "pews were full and the activities were plentiful, when their church was the place to
be!” I gently told them that we can’t go back there, but we
can find a new reason for being all that God wants us to
be—but it will look different than it did 20 years ago.
Their gaze in the rear-view mirror had kept them from
seeing new opportunities. Slowly they learned to try new
things. We prayed, studied God’s Word, canvassed a 5
mile circumference around the church, listened to our
neighbors and then started a new worship service that
drew over 100 brand new people in attendance. It was at a
different time and place and with a different style, but it
was a worship service that was relevant for that day that
met the needs of unchurched people! And people responded! What made the difference was getting their eyes
off the rear-view mirror and back on the mission of the
church going forward.
Secondly, rear-view mirror gazing can be dangerous!
Don’t try this at home (…or on the road!)! Rear-view
mirror gazing can keep us from taking care of ourselves
and others. In terms of grief, I know way too many folks
who have neglected self-care because they are simply
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(Continued from page 1)
stuck looking back. Maybe that person for whom you
grieve was the one you felt gave you a reason for looking forward. Maybe that person was your reason for
being. I dare say, that person would not want you to
sacrifice your life on the altar of his or her memory.
That’s no way to honor their legacy! That’s why it’s
important to find a group of folks that you can relate to
in your state of mind and state of grief right now.
GriefShare accomplishes that for so many people at
EUMC. Simply the ability to hear others' stories and
their struggles helps to lift you out of your own struggle just long enough to consider the plight of others.
Then you come back and a bond with perfect strangers
over a shared struggle emerges and before you know
it, you’ve set aside the rear-view mirror in a healthy
way and you’re again looking through the large windshield in front of you. When we isolate, we insulate
ourselves from the hurts of others. We get tunnelvision and begin to think our own comfort and wellbeing are the reasons we exist. It’s a distortion that can
only be broken by taking a risk on being with others.
Rear-view mirror gazing creates the danger of tunnel-vision, isolation and insulation…that’s not God’s
vision for us. Everywhere in the Bible where there is
rear-view mirror gazing, God encourages his people
to “Look Up!”
In 2 Samuel 12, David, after the death of his child
with Bathsheba, God said, “Look up, David! Your life
is not defined by this one event.” Most assuredly
he grieved and prayed, but then he got up washed his
face and moved forward looking through the great big
windshield in front of him. He became known, even
after that, as a man “after God’s own heart.”
Think of Joseph in Genesis 44. He had a boat-load
of bad memories which could have caused a constant
rear-view mirror gazing. He languished in an Egyptian
jail after being sold into slavery by his brothers. Back
home, he was the apple of his father’s eye! His father
now thought him to be dead. God’s Word to him was
in essence “Look Up, Joseph!” I’ve given you gifts to
use for this very moment. Gifts you won’t recognize if
you’re pining over the past. He looked up and saw two
people with him in prison who needed his help of interpreting dreams. And even though one could have
helped him forgot about him, in the long term, Joseph
was given authority over half of Egypt simply because
he looked up when he really wanted to gaze at the rear
-view mirror!
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Saul, the persecutor of Christians, on the road to
Damascus, was literally blinded by the light of Jesus
Christ! I think that is because he could have easily been
so guilt ridden over the past that God thought it was
best to take his sight away temporarily. At times we are
prevented from looking back, too, praise be to God.
Some of the baggage we bring to our new found faith
in Jesus is pretty ugly and awful! Saul looked up with
all the baggage he had—the jailing and stoning of
Christians—God helped him and God helps us with our
baggage too. That’s part of the prevenient grace of God
keeping us on task with what is ahead instead of what
is behind us. Because of that blindness, Saul became
Paul and went on to write 2/3 of the New Testament
which has encouraged millions to have faith in Jesus
Christ. God knows what He’s doing!
Jesus on the cross, betrayed, denied, abandoned by
everyone, but he didn’t get stuck. He willingly laid his
life down for us, bearing the agony and pain of the
cross. He looked up and said, “Father, it is finished!” In
other words, “I’ve accomplished what I’ve come here
to do!” There was no rear-view mirror gazing on
Christ’s part even though when He faced the cross, the
good old days of ministry with his disciples along the
shores of Galilee looked pretty good. When He faced
the cross, the years of being an apprentice to his father
in the carpenter’s shop were not all that bad either!
When He faced the cross, even his childhood in Nazareth, chaotic as it was, compared to this, looked pretty
calm! Then there was His pre-existent life in paradise
with the Father—He could have been looking back and
pining for the “good old days,” but instead, He accomplished what he came here to do. That is what forwardlooking love will do!
We are given promises in God’s Word that nothing
in life or in death will be able to separate us from the
love of God in Christ Jesus, and that same Jesus said
that His Church would not be harmed by even it’s
greatest arch-enemy—the gates of Hell! God’s Church
is in Good Hands—God’s Hands! That makes our partnership with God exciting, hope-filled and forward
looking!
Don’t get stuck in the past. God has a wonderful
future waiting for each of us and for us as a church!

You are Loved!

Pastor Vic Willis
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A Word
from…….
Pastor Bo

In the last few years in which we all experienced things we had never experienced in all of
our lives. There were the times of sadness, but also
the happy moments. There were days filled with
the tears of immense suffering, and there were
days filled with the blessed tears of joy. In the
midst of it all, we remember and are thankful for
all the grace God has poured upon us over the
years. As we exclaim faithfully and thankfully,
“Ebenezer – Stone of Help: God helped us thus
far,” “Immanuel (Emmanuel) – God with us,” and
“Jehovah Jireh – God Provides,” of our past, present, and future. God does not want us to dwell in
the past as God wants us to march on into the
hopeful future. Many wish for a hopeful future, but
only a few prepare for it.
Thus, let us stand firm on the affirmative faith.
Faith is a trustworthy representation of what we
desire. The believing person does not retreat, and
yet, has dreams. A believing person looks forward
to a future more beautiful than today. Let me say
in this way. A seed’s true form is that of a tall tree
after growth. Do you see it, a lush green forest
swaying gently in the winds? A cocoon’s true
form is the butterfly that cocoon makes possible.
Do you see it, a beautiful butterfly quietly swayed
by a gentle breeze? A positive belief is a blessed
belief. It is a belief that brings forth a blessed future that only comes from the Lord Jesus Christ.
As God fills in our shortcomings, He does not
aide negative thinking. So, let us prepare ourselves
to stand firmly with a positive attitude. We must
continue to train so that our negative thoughts become positive thoughts. The transformation of
negative thoughts into positive thoughts is possible
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through spiritual training. So, let us declare ourselves in any circumstances; “I can do everything
through Him [Jesus Christ] who gives me
strength” (Philippians 4:13). Everything is possible
for him or her who believes in Him.
Do you believe? Do you truly believe it? Then,
let us prepare by setting up tangible goals. Make
these goals your prayer topics for upcoming days.
People are happiest when leading a purpose-driven
life. And the more concrete the goals, the better.
Write down the things you wish to acquire, the
things you want to achieve, and the kind of person
you want to become. These goals will decide our direction in life. After deciding your goals, seek opportunities to achieve your goals. Don’t pursue complacency! Do not avoid the tasks entrusted to you by
God, no matter how heavy the burden. Complete
your mission with a thankful heart.
My friends, may I nudge you just a little more?
Then, let us prepare a heart suitable for transformation! The world we live in changes at a rapid
pace. Change is not a choice. It is a necessity. If we
do not pursue change within a changing society, we
may be sifted out. “Do not conform any longer to
the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the
renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test
and approve what God's will is – his good, pleasing
and perfect will” (Romans 12:2). We must renew
our mind with His Word.
There is wisdom in accepting change. Let us not
fear change, but instead, adapt to change and thereby
create a beautiful future. So, we pray that God’s
blessings will over flow in all of us and our families
as we anticipate a hopeful future, as we offer ourselves as pleasing, living, and holy sacrifices unto
God.
Holiness unto the Lord!

Pastor Bo
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Women’s Bible Study
Steadfast Love: A Study of Psalm 107 by Lauren Chandler
7 week course at 10:00am & 6:30pm Mondays
Mondays beginning September 23rd
Workbook: $15.00—Scholarships are available.
Register in Fellowship Hall after each church service or
call Joyce in the church office: 941-474-5588 ext. 261

Sign-up for a Disciple Class Today!
The Disciple series is a highly recommended, in depth Bible study course. Disciple I Becoming Disciples Through Bible Study, Disciple II Into the Word, Into the World, Disciple III Remember Who You Are,
and Disciple IV Under the Tree of Life are each approximately 34 weeks long and require 6 days of homework and a weekly 2 hour class.
It is a commitment but it usually is a pivotal Bible study for those who take it.
Disciple I “Becoming Disciples Though Bible Study”
Tuesdays at 6:00 p.m. in Room 102
Facilitated by Margaret Rock
Begins September 10

Disciple II “Into the Word Into the World”
Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m. in Room 104
Facilitated by John & Jackie Ruthman
Begins September 10

Disciple III “Remember Who You Are”
Mondays at 6:00 p.m. in Room 100
Facilitated by Jim Beamguard
Begins September 9

Disciple IV “Under the Tree of Life”
Facilitator Needed
See Joyce if interested in leading or taking
the class.

You must have taken Disciple I to take Disciple II, III or IV, but they can be taken in any order.
Cost of workbook for each class is $40, scholarships available.
If you are interested or have any questions, please see Joyce in between services in Fellowship Hall or by
email joyce@englewoodumc.net.

Pioneer Day Parade
Monday, September 2, 2019
EUMC will be “Living the Dream”
down the street. Come out and enjoy the
parade at 9:00am.

PAGE 5

ME S S E NG E R

VOLUME X, ISSUE IX

At Nursing Home or Assisted Living

At Home
Janet Albrecht
Fran Altman
Mary Lou Bogart
Jenny Chastain
Joe & Ethel Croce
Audrey Grant
Shirley Grayson
Lori Ierardi
Howard & Nan Jackson
Jean Kushall
Deborah Larsen
Betty Madison
Geri Meneely
Roger & Barb Molendyke
Jackie Morton
Anna Mae Myers
Damon & Ruth Runyon
Marilyn Smith
Adele Stewart
Mary Thompson
Helen Williams
Gina Willis
Virginia Wilson

Frances Bates—Heritage Oaks
Alice Buck—Gardens of Venice
Helen Campbell—Heritage Oaks
Margaret Cypher—Harbor Chase
Dick Davis—Quality Care
Gayle Davis— Magnolia Acres
Jim & Shirley Davis—Grand Villa
Geri Demmin—Pinebrook
Sandra Dussault—Heritage Oaks
Marjorie Fitzgerald—Family Affair
Helen Funk—Venetian Gardens
Shirleen Gallagher—Live Oak Manor
Peg Grim—Heritage Oaks
Colleen Haag—Heritage Oaks
Dorothy Hill—Magnolia Acres
George Howard—Manor Care
Diane Keemon—Grand Villa
Al King—Green Village
Margie Laney—Jacaranda Trace
Barbara Liddle—Aston Gardens
Charles Lindberg—Heritage Oaks
Audrey MacEhiney-Rogers—Towers of Venice
Vivian Miller—Sunset Lakes Village
Janice Reynolds—North Port Pines
Jim Roch—Brookdale Venice
Vivian Slimak—Brookdale Palmer Ranch
Jeanne Sawyer—Inglenook
John Watson—Tuscan Gardens
Willard & Janet Wilson—Heritage Oaks

Congregational Care…..
So many in our congregation have been going through trials, sickness and unexpected challenges of
life. God assures us that He is with us and will never leave us or forsake us as we travel life with Him. The
following Bible passages may bring you comfort:
When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; And through the rivers they will not overwhelm you.
When you walk through fire, you will not be scorched, nor will the flame burn you. For I am the Lord your
God, The Holy One of Israel, your Savior.
Because you are precious in my sight, you are honored, and I love you. Do not fear for I am with you.
Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past.
God will strengthen you with his own great power, so that you will not give up when troubles come, but
you will be patient. Great is thy faithfulness.
Call the EUMC office at 941-474-5588 for any need you might have.
Good Bless You,

Pastor Don
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UMCOR 2019-2020 MISSION TRIPS
We are planning to assist
UMCOR again to help families devastated by Hurricane
Irma ( 2017). According to
Steve Potter, UMCOR Volunteer coordinator, there are
many families still needing
home repairs.

Fall Mission Trip Planned
Would you like to help someone be Warmer, Safer, and Dryer this winter? Marty Bencsik and Margie Kennedy are organizing the Appalachia Service
Project Fall mission trip to Jonesville, VA. There are
8-10 volunteer spots available to create two work
teams that will work for a week on homes of needy
folks. We need guys and gals to volunteer.
Volunteers are required to raise/contribute $350 to
cover transportation, lodging, meals, and building
materials. Volunteers will leave EUMC October 13th
and return October 21st.
If you are unable to come and work but are interested in supporting this program, please contact:
Marty Bencsik, 734-788-1065 or email:
pinesandbox@sbcglobal.net
or Margie Kennedy, 207-233-3200

New Members Class
The new members classes will be
held Tuesdays, September 10th and 17th
for those interested in joining the
church. Classes are from 6:00—8:00
p.m. (room to be announced). Membership Joining Sunday will be September
22nd during the service you attend.

The classes are a great way for Pastor Vic to get
to know you as well as for you to know him, and to
learn about the history of EUMC.
If you are interested in joining the EUMC family,
please call the church office at 941-474-5588, ext.
105 and let Teresa know you’re planning to attend
the classes. Childcare will gladly be provided upon
request.

Riverside Retreat continues to need help with projects at the retreat center
and we will plan day trips to assist them. Consider
getting involved with either the UMCOR or Riverside opportunities posted below:
November UMCOR week of Nov.18-22
November Riverside Retreat day trip Nov.14
December UMCOR week of Dec.16-20
December Riverside Retreat day trip Dec. 19
January UMCOR week of Jan.13-17
January Riverside Retreat day trip Jan. 16
February UMCOR week of Feb. 17-21
February Riverside Retreat day trip Feb. 20
March UMCOR week of Mar. 23-27
March Riverside Retreat day trip Mar. 26
Contact: Peter Patrick 410-713-2406 or
propanepete@live.com

Comparative Financial
Operations/Performance
For the 12 months ending
July 31, 2019
2019

2018

Tithes & Offerings $1,033,213

$1,028,412

Cash Expenditures

$1,035,522

$ 969,613

Tithes & Offerings
Less Expenditures $ 63,600

$

-7,110
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Guide Team Update
Your EUMC Guide Team meets monthly
throughout the year and will be writing update articles in the Messenger to keep the congregation informed on important matters within the church. We
want to be transparent as possible and encourage you
to ask questions on any topics of interest. The Guide
Team is divided into 3 triads: Finance, Personnel
and Property and recent activity is listed below:
Finance
 YTD operating receipts and expenses are in line
with our budget through the end of July. Praise
the Lord!
 As per usual, summer doldrums are upon us, so
we operated at a loss of $29,555 for the month of
July; however, YTD receipts have exceeded expenses by $63,600.
 Foundations Early Childhood Learning Center is
having a wonderful year, both financially and
quality of education wise, under the leadership of
Patty Tuff, Director. We are grateful for the ongoing support of EUMC donors whose support is
a big reason for the success of the school. We
will be providing 4 VPK classes in the new
school year bringing our enrollment to 102 students.
Personnel
 We were delighted to welcome Associate Pastor
Bo Sim to EUMC in July and encourage all
EUMC members to meet and get to know him.
Property
 In support of the annual Rummage Sale, the
Guide Team has been working diligently to get
approvals from Sarasota County to build a metal
storage building on the northwest corner of our
church property. DMK Engineering has been
contracted with to go through the necessary permitting/planning process and we will keep the
congregation informed on the progress. The
Rummage Sale will take place in February 2020.
 We are also going through an approval process
with Sarasota County to bring a temporary portable building on campus to house our growing
Youth Ministry program.
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The Fellowship Hall air conditioning system has
been replaced with a new and more energy efficient one. The Permanent Endowment Fund
helped to pay 50% of the $50,000 cost of this
project and we are grateful.
 The Charge Conference approved a 99-year land
lease to Englewood Helping Hand, Inc. to house
their new building that will be constructed on
the EUMC campus just south of the existing
Englewood Helping Hand building. The cost
for this project will be paid for 100% by Englewood Helping Hand. This organization provides a much-needed food pantry and social services in the greater Englewood community.
 Renovations to parsonage #2 have been completed and included updating the kitchen, painting, landscaping and installing new window
treatments.


Beth Harrison
Business Administrator
Ladies Bunco will begin on
Saturday,
September 21st, at 5:00pm
in Fellowship Hall.
Cost of $7 includes:
pizza, salad, drinks, dessert and prizes.
If you have any questions call:
Brenda Bradley 941-473-0150

Christmas Bazaar
Saturday, November 9

th

Volunteers are needed,
both men & women.
Help is needed with: set-up, working a shift at the
bazaar, clean up and baking for the bake sale
table: Brownies, fudge, breads and cookies.
If you can help in any way please call:
Donna Jones 941-474-6312 or 941-421-4196
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Florida standards. The staff is well trained and is
continuing to build upon their education with enthusiasm. The building is healthy with new floors, carpets and painted classrooms (we hope to paint the
hallways this year) and so far this year, we are meeting our financial obligations. We have been so
blessed and continue to be grateful.

Ms. Patty’s Playroom…….
Over 200 people came to our Open House on
August 8th. We enjoyed a well prepared meal by
Ms. Kim. The families toured the classrooms, met
the teachers, and finalized any outstanding paperwork. Here are some of the highlights:


Some of our Adopt a Classroom sponsors
were able to attend. They got to see the classroom and meet the Teacher of the room they
have been sponsoring. It was so cool!



Thanks to a generous donor, the staff as able
to wear shirts saying Foundations. This may
not sound like a lot to some people but to us,
this was great because we were able to look
like a team and professional.



Some of our families were visiting us for the
first time since their original tour months ago
and they immediately noticed the new hallway
floors (Thank you Endowment Fund), the
beautiful display cases and the incredible materials we now have in the classrooms (thank
you again Adopt a Classroom donors).

I can barely express how excited I am about
this new year. We are starting the year full, our
families seem grateful to be with us and the staff
is outstanding! We have increased our library significantly (thank you again special donor angel)
almost all of our materials are in place and we are
ready to meet the children with Lesson plans in
place and arms ready to give hugs a plenty!
As I write this article and reflect on how this
year is starting, I keep thinking about what it was
like when I first came here and how God, through
the hearts of this congregation has become so present and active in our school. Our staff wages
have improved and continue improving. As stated
our materials now meet and in some cases exceed
Florida standards. The staff is well trained and is

I continue to covet your prayers, welcome volunteers and am always grateful for financial assistance.
Have a blessed Fall and come visit us when you can!

Patty Tuff
Director of Preschool

Aging Ain’t For Sissies—Small
Group
Birth, learning to crawl/walk, talking, adolescence, maturity and having our own families are all
stages of life. Growing older and becoming “seniors”
is another stage of our lives and can present many
challenges in a different way as the previous tasks of
life. Growing older brings bodily changes (that we
don’t welcome) and emotional challenges and grief
as we lose our friends and family.
This group is organized to promote spiritual health
which in turn promotes better physical and emotional
health. As we age it becomes even more important to
have positive relationships for our health and well
being. Too often we tend to isolate ourselves at
home and possibly watching TV to cover the isolation and sadness we feel.
Sharing concerns, prayerfully loving and supporting each other are the goals of a small group. Sharing the meaning and practical application of the
“Love one Another” commandment will be the Biblical focus.
Weekly meetings will begin in September (watch
the Sunday Bulletin for more information). For further information contact Bob Cameron, 941474-4358.

Bob & Pat Cameron,
Small Group Coordinators
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** 90 (or over) Years Young!
9/01
9/05
9/08
9/09
9/18
9/30

V O LU ME X , I S S U E V I I I

Are you a Super Senior of
four score years or more? We
have the names and birth dates
of many of our 80 (or more)
years old, but we want to recognize ALL of these honored
members. Please register your
birthday if you haven’t done
so already. Just call the church
office or send in the registration form.

September
Super Senior
Birthdays

Richard Guba **
Jenny Chastain **
Pauline Smith
Roger Thomas
Madelyn Day
Vera Thomas **

Super Senior Birthday
Registration
Name
Birth Date

Happy birthday wishes to all!

Month

We are scheduled to gather for Prayers &
Squares on Thursday, September 19, 2019 in Fellowship Hall 1 & 2 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Your
presence, whether to observe or possibly help, will
be welcome anytime. We are all blessed to be serving while having lots of fun. Please, in case there
is a schedule change, contact me at the phone
number or email listed below to see if there has
been a change or cancellation.
The purpose of Prayers & Squares Ministry is to
encourage the prayer life of our congregation. Simply put, "it is NOT about making quilts,
it's ALL ABOUT THE PRAYERS! Hope to see
you or talk with you
If you’ll bring a bagged lunch and beverage
(refrigerator & microwave is available), we’ll be
saving a special place at the table just for you at
12:30! Don’t hesitate to contact me if you have any
questions.

/

/
Day

Year

Financial Peace University
Wednesdays, September 25—November 20
6:00-7:45pm—Room 102
Cost: $109 per household,
partial scholarships are available
Facilitated by Rick Krieger
Since January of this year, EUMC FPU graduates
have paid off $82,600 of debt, saved $68,376
& cut up 30 credit cards!
Come experience the freedom!
Register now! Space is limited.
•
•

Jane Parker
firstjp@aol.com
941-564-6844

The Super Senior birthdays
are listed each month in the
Messenger. Help them celebrate their super birthday by
congratulating them on their
special day.

•

In Fellowship Hall on Sundays
Contact Joyce Doyle at 474-5588
joyce@englewoodumc.net
Church website: englewoodumc.net
under featured events
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Teach a Man to Fish…
or Give Him Tools
EUMC has received an update from the North
Family serving with Pioneers in Peru.
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now it's worse with all the new arrivals. Every day
we see families on the street with children and suitcases, begging for help or selling candy to raise
enough money to eat or rent a room.
Our hearts are broken for them and we have been
praying for God to show us how best to help, meanwhile, we buy the candy and give out cash when we
feel it is right, but our impact on their situation is
minimal. Most just want the dignity of work to support their families.
For Jorge, I bought
him a set of tools and a
toolbox. For others, we
just don't know what
else we can do. Please
pray with us that God
would give us direction and show us how best to
help.

Our stove hasn't worked right since we came
back to Peru. Two of the gas burners wouldn't
light. So I called a friend who works on appliances
who suggested I let his friend Jorge, whom he is
teaching, test his skills on our stove. I agreed and
when Jorge knocked on our door, he greeted me
with his one tool, a screwdriver. The oven repairman came with only a screwdriver?
Jorge set to work with his screwdriver and took
our stove apart, got all the connections cleaned up
and the burners igniting again. While he was working, I called my friend who had sent Jorge to our
house to find out why he had only one tool. He explained that he was just learning and that was all
he had. Everything he earned went to support his
family and he borrowed tools that he might need for
his jobs.

Jorge and his family are newly arrived immigrants from Venezuela fleeing the terrible situation
that socialism has brought to their country. He
used to work on an oil rig as a driller and now is
using his technical skills to carve out a new life for
his family here in Peru. He is one of over 660,000
Venezuelans who have moved to Peru. Over 30,000
arrive every month (Peru only has 33 million citizens; 2 out of every 100 people are now Venezuelan). Peru had a problem with unemployment and

The Norths ask for your prayers:


Pray for the people in Aplao who were affected
by the mudslides and still trying to recover.



Pray for the Lord’s guidance on how best to help
the Venezuelan people struggling to start a new
life in Peru and for God to change the situation
so that they can return home.



Pray that God will prepare the way for future
ministry in the new areas we are exploring.



Pray for Megan's (their daughter) safe return to
Peru from Bible school and guidance for her next
steps.

Nancy Prins,
Mission Committee Chair

The EUMC office will be closed on
Monday, September 2nd
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Book Buzz……..
We have a new book in the library entitled: One
Day I Wrote Back. Interacting with Scripture With
Creative Writing, by Jane Herring.
I would like to tell you a story from that book.
Jane is a hospital chaplain. Often she is overwhelmed by a gloomy feeling of inadequacy.
She decided to leave the hospital and go for a walk
on a one-mile trail through a wooded area in the local
city park close by. The pathway took her beside the
clear waters of a lake. As she walked, she passed a
place where branches from a tree had fallen into the
water. Thousands of luminous bubbles covered the
submerged limbs. The bubbles were frog spawn. The
gelatinous eggs were shimmering underwater as the
sun shone over the surface. They clung to the branches
like blooming flowers.
Mesmerized, Jane bent down to look at the eggs. A
woman she had not noticed coming toward her suddenly crouched down beside her. The woman was covered from head to toe in a hijab, her tan face was intense, watching Jane questioningly. Jane pointed at
the little blooms of eggs in the water. Both women
gazed for a moment.
The lady smiled at Jane, stood up, raised her hands
into the air as she reached toward the sun and exclaimed “Allah! Allah!”. She motioned at Jane to get
up and did it again. Jane Just stood there processing
what she had seen. The the lady once again raised her
hands and said “Gud Gud”. Then she pointed at me.
“God!” Jane said.
Here was this stranger, turning her awe for the
beautiful egg clusters into praise for God, as if they
were walking on holy ground. They were embraced by
the quiet holiness of nature and a stranger’s immediate praise of the divine.
Joy replaced Jane’s glooming day into one of
praising God for His beauty.
Come to the library to find great books to brighten
your gloomy day!

Pam Heady, your church librarian

V O LU M E X , I S S U E I X

Ministry of Music
Never have I been more
aware of how time seems to
be flying by than now, at
the end of a speeding Summer. As I look back to the
time between now and June
1, it seems like a blur.
They say this happens to a
greater degree the older you
get. I would have to agree.
The dictionary tells us
“time is the indefinite continued progress of existence and events that occur in an apparently irreversible succession from the past, through the present, to the future.” The concept of time has occupied scientists, technologists, and astronomers for
centuries. In the Old Testament, the Hebrew word
for time, zaman, meant time fit for an event. I am
using this definition of time to invite you to join in
our Ministry of Music this season.
It’s “high
time” you did so!! We have a great choir of people who enjoy singing, and enjoy fellowshipping
with one another.

Rehearsals for the Sanctuary Choir Fall season
begin on Thursday, August 29, at 7:00 pm in the
Music Suite.
The Handbell Choir will meet on Thursday,
August 29 at 4:30 pm to polish all the handbells
and have a potluck meal together at 6:00 pm. New
ringers are welcome, and are invited to attend.
The Praise Team rehearses on Tuesdays at 5:30
pm with Worship Leader Rich Church. If you
would like to be a part of this group that leads
worship at the 9:15 Sunday service, get in touch
with Rich at the church.
The 2019-2020 Music Ministry Concert Series
brochures will be available in mid-September.

Fonda Davies
Director of Music

ME S S E NG E R
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Not of This World
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Attention All Women of EUMC

What is going on in this world? You have probably heard this a lot lately. As Christians we wonder
how can we make sense of all that is happening?

It’s time for the EUMW
Great Cookie Luncheon!
Thursday, September 5, 2019

Sisters and Brothers, we are being called to unity
in Jesus; with His love as our hope. We are doing a
pretty good job at EUMC, of loving and caring for
each other, so let us continue. This is the power of
the Holy Spirit living in every believer. Let us not
be worried or fearful, but place this energy into doing what is good.

Social time will begin at 11:30am followed by a
delicious catered lunch of: savory quiche, chopped
green salad, tomato soup topped with cream, parsley
and served with oyster crackers &
pumpkin spice cake with whipped cream.

Pray, call upon the name of Jesus; He will hear
your voice. He is always there waiting for us to call
His Name.

Entertainment: Alan Adamson &
His Bluesy Sax

Be in fellowship with each other, get into a Small
Group, and focus on the good, do your part........trust
in Jesus. Make Him and goodness your focus. Look
into God's Word, the Bible. He promises to take
care of all who trust in Him. He loves us! He will
never leave or forsake us. He is in control. He is
God!
Psalm 37:3-4 “When I am afraid, I will trust in you.
In God I trust: I will not be afraid what can man do
to me?"

Barbara Ierardi
Intercessory Prayer

Tickets are $10 each and are available in
Fellowship Hall after the church service on
September 1 or in the church office.
Also, please remember to bring your cookies
(home baked or store bought) for Meals on Wheels.
Please place them in large baggies so that containers
will not need to be returned.
Last year we collected over 100 dozen cookies!

Memorial Corner
7/22 Janice Watson
7/23 Dale Whitacre
7/28 Evelyn Swartz
8/1 Jimmy Clovis

Results!!!
“Thank you” to everyone that donated to the
collection of tennis shoes. 215 pairs of shoes were
collected, which included 53 pairs donated by VBS.
Thanks to Miss Suzie, Director of Children’s Ministry. Many people donated funds towards the purchase of shoes….$1,975! This will make for many
“happy feet” this school year.
Your support is always appreciated by many
families in the area. This program helps families the
entire school year.

8/2 Jean Dexheimer
8/8 Al King

Our thoughts and prayers are with their
family and friends.

VOLUME X, ISSUE IX
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A free family event like no other!
Sunday, September 22nd at 4pm in the Sanctuary
This game show-like event includes lights, fog, a
unique sound track and plenty of action.
FamBlitz Live is coming to town!

We are excited to host an event for you to invite
your friends to attend!

On Saturday, August 3rd
the Back to School Bash was
held at Sky Academy. Many
local organizations came
together, coordinating
efforts to provide back to
school supplies and services
for hundreds of local
children. EUMC was well
represented!
Cheyanne Farmer and Chris
Nelson are missing from the
photos.

Good News Club is a ministry of Child Evangelism Fellowship. This EUMC
hosted, afterschool program begins at Vineland Elementary school on
September 24th and Myakka River Elementary school on November 4th.
We sing songs, play games, learn verses, engage in missional concepts and
of course learn tons about the Lord through the Bible. This is a fantastic way
to engage unchurched kids! We would love to have you join our team!

Do you have questions about our program? Or if you are led to get involved through mentoring our
awesome kids, contact me through the church office.
Please pray for our efforts. Thank you! Suzie Asa
941-474-5588, email suzie@englewoodumc.net or susanasa93@gmail.com

ME S S E NG E R
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About Dale Whitacre
Seven months ago Dale Whitacre had a reaction to a drug which caused his liver and kidneys
to fail. Dale was never able to recover from this
condition and died on July 23rd. He was 73.
Many of you knew Dale and Sue Lee who were
super volunteers in the rummage sale and at the
Country Breakfast for many years. Dale also was
active with senior softball and basketball here in
Englewood.

When Dale died, Sue Lee requested that one of
our pastors officiate at his funeral in Ohio stating:
“Only our pastors really knew Dale.” Pastor Don
obliged and flew to Ohio to spend time with the
family and to do the funeral.
Sue Lee's comments: “We had an exceptional
day and everyone loved Pastor Don at our family
dinner and the funeral service was warm and comforting. We are so blessed Pastor Don was here!”

V O LU ME X , I S S U E I X

Volunteers Needed
Volunteers are the backbone of the Family Promise program. Would you consider preparing a meal
or simply reading a story to a child, and offer compassion and support. Just being there gives hope, by
knowing someone cares. Remember, even a couple
of hours of volunteering can change lives.
Our next host dates are:
September 1st through 8th
December 1st through 8th
If you are interested in volunteering, simply
attend one of the following Orientation Sessions:
Tuesday, August 27th @ 9:30am in FH-1
Thursday, August 29th @ 6:30pm in FH-1
Tuesday, November 19th @ 9:30am in FH-1
Thursday, November 21st @ 6:30pm in FH-1
For more information, contact
Maria Ciampi at 941-473-0945.

What a compliment to Pastor Don and the
wonderful Christian family we have at EUMC—
to have him take the time to be there for Sue Lee
and Dale's family.
We love our pastors and the church staff—and
we are blessed to be a part of our EUMC loving
Christian family.
Memory gifts for Dale may be made out to
EUMC.

Peter Patrick
Florida United
Methodist Children’s
Home 5th Sunday
offering will be
collected September 29, 2019.
Please give generously as you feel led!

Join us every Thursday at 6:00pm in Fellowship
Hall for dinner, followed by worship and music at
6:45pm in the Sanctuary.
God’s Vision for Celebrate Recovery: To partner
with God in transforming people with hurts, habits
and hang-ups from unbelievers to fully devoted disciples of Jesus.
We are looking for childcare volunteers. If able
to help please call 941-474-5588 ext. 199.

ME S S E NG E R
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School Has Started!
I can’t say that I have polled parents of
students. But I get the feeling that most, on
some level, are excited about the start of
school. Summer’s crazy schedule is fun,
the time with family is great, travel and vacations to see
people and places is always exciting, but having a normal,
predictable schedule is much easier to manage and plan for
as a parent.
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Dinner in Fellowship Hall
5:00-6:30pm
There is a $7 suggested
donation.
Take out meals are available for $7 each.
As always children eat for free!
Kid’s meals are always served.
Left over food is given to
Englewood Meals on wheels.

When I asked how the first few days of school was to a
group of students recently, I got a very mixed response.
Some were excited to be back and excited about the new
school year, new teachers and new opportunities before
them. Others were not happy at all. Complaining of schedules, teachers, the food, and of course the usual teenage
boredom. Others were indifferent taking the attitude of
“Eh, Whatever. I don’t like it or dislike it. It is what it is.”
This made me think…I bet if I asked that same group of
students how the first few weeks of youth group were, I’d
probably get a similar set of responses. Just like school,
youth group and church are perceived and approached differently by every student. Some students come to us with
a high level of faith and a good understanding of scripture
and a desire to learn more and grow in their faith. Some
come with a ton of questions and are simply seeking answers to their questions. Some are so new to faith they
don’t even know what questions to ask. Some are here by
choice. Some are made to come. And some are just along
for the ride. No matter where our students fall in the spectrum of faith and choice, we do our very best with God’s
help and the resources that He provides to point our students to Christ in all that we do.
Like parents at the beginning of the school year that are
looking to get back to a normal routine and schedule, we
are excited to be finding those same things for IGNITE.
We are continuing to develop our leadership team for IGNITE and for Youth Sunday School. Developing a plan for
consistent teaching and a pattern for our meetings that students will come to know and be prepared for each week as
they attend. Not that we won’t do things spontaneously or
change things up, but so that we have a baseline normal to
work from. Currently we don’t have a space to call our
own. This is an important piece in the life of a youth group
and our Guide Team fully understands this and is working
very hard, to make this a reality for us. We are looking at
fall and spring retreats and yes, we are even looking as far
out as summer fun days and mission trip 2020. We are
looking at ways to better communicate with students and

September 4
Tacos
Spanish Rice
Refried Beans
Chips & Salsa
Fruit Cobbler
September 11
Shepherd’s Pie
Green Bean Casserole
Tossed Salad
Fudge Brownie Ala Mode
September 18
Meatball Parmesan Subs
Roasted Eggplant
Italian Salad
Cannoli
September 25
Gyros
French Fries
Greek Salad
Revani—Greek Cake
parents. Databases, newsletters, web sites, social
media, text, email, phone…all of it is being evaluated in how, when and why we use them. We are
working to create stability that is tested, is true, and
can be trusted. A foundation that is solid, so the
truth of the gospel can be shared. We still have
some changes that will come along the way, but we
believe that we have made great progress in the last
6 months and we are looking forward to what lies
before us all.
It’s going to be a great year!
Director of Youth Ministry

Kory Hall
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A SERVANT CHURCH
Following the example
Of Jesus Christ,
The Englewood United
Methodist Church
Shall strive to make God
And His Kingdom
More real through our
Caring, worship, study
Fellowship & outreach.
To this end, as a
Servant Church,
We offer ourselves
And our facilities
For the Christian growth
Of all persons.
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