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Vic’s Views…. 
 

RELINQUISHMENT 

Definitions: 

-the act of giving up and abandoning a struggle or task etc. 

-an act (spoken or written) declaring that something is  

surrendered or disowned 

-a verbal act of renouncing a claim or right or position etc. 

 

Scripture:  

In Gethsemane, Jesus prayed the prayer of relinquish-

ment more fully, more powerfully, more painfully than at any 

other point in his life, “not as I will, but as you 

will.” (Matthew 26:39) 

-The Apostle Paul found himself at peace with the prayer 

of relinquishment, 

“It is no longer I who live, but it is Christ who lives in 

me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the 

Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.”  

(Gal. 2:19–20). 

 

-Jesus’ words in the Gospel of John described the natural 

order of life and death, but it also speaks of our ultimate re-

linquishment, 

-“Unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, 

it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much 

fruit” (John 12:24) 

Relinquishment…I love that word, and I hate it. 

When I am in a fight with my wife, and I give up my 

need to be right--that doesn’t always happen, but when it 

does…at first I hate that, but then the peace that follows is 

amazing!  

When I’ve worked on a project and want it to go exactly 

as I’ve planned and it just won’t and at best it goes side-

ways, when I back off of my control, it always goes better. 

When I see my child or grandchild making bad deci-

sions and I try giving them “a good talking to” and that only 

serves to push them away from seeking my advice. 

I FIND that in ministry, and in life, I am at my best 

when I’m relinquished. That is, when I give up my control 

of a relationship, or an outcome, or a response that I want 

from someone…when I relinquish those things I am at my 

best. I am more peaceful, more in the moment, more availa-

ble to others, more available to God…when I’m relin-

quished. 

That doesn’t mean I stop caring or I stop trying or I stop 

hoping. If anything those things are enhanced—caring, try-

ing and hoping get a much-needed boost when I’m relin-

quished—I’m more myself, more at ease and more present. 

I think, more effective. 

It’s been my prayer every Sunday for as long as I can 

remember. Lord, I give this message over to you to use as 

you will. Please, will you receive honor and may others be 

drawn closer to you through it. Help me relinquish what 

others might think about me or how I might appear or how I 

might be misunderstood in this message. Let me be a fool 

for you today. I relinquish my need to be liked and to be 

funny or entertaining. I offer this effort, use it or set it aside 

for your glory. Let the words I say today be forgotten if they 

have no revealing of your presence, your will. I’m at my 

best when I preach relinquished.  

       (Continued on page 2) 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+26%3A39
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+12%3A24
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I’m at my best when I live relinquished. My thoughts 

are clearer. My vision is focused. I communicate better. 

I’m more apt to listen and really try to hear what another 

person is saying. I’m more empathetic. I’m less distracted. 

My sense of humor is sharpened but I don’t have to use it 

to impress. I feel I am more in the flow of the Holy Spir-

it—I’m more available to be directed by the Wind of the 

Spirit. I’m at my best when I’m relinquished. 

And I think I know why… 

Because that’s the way Jesus lived. That Garden of 

Gethsemane prayer wasn’t His first relinquishment ro-

deo—it wasn’t as if He finally got to the end of his human 

self and was forced to give it all over to the Father. Jesus 

practiced relinquishment all through his life!  

-from submitting to become a vulnerable baby—a 

hunted fugitive baby totally dependent on two humans 

trusting they would pay attention to the right dreams and 

follow the right nudgings of God for his safety,  

-to submitting to at least 20 years of  “nose to the 

grindstone” work in order to fully know what we go 

through ‘by the sweat of our brow,’  

-to, submitting to being baptized with water that He 

created, rehearsing a death that He would defeat,  

-to, repeatedly being seen as a threat by those who 

should have been most receptive, the spiritual leaders of 

the day, 

-to repeatedly being misunderstood by his own disci-

ples when his way of being savior did not match their ex-

pectations, 

-to submitting to a cross, because of love…all because 

of love for us. Love drove it all, from birth to death, for us.  

In fact, relinquishment doesn’t mean much unless it’s 

done out of love. This is a hard pill to swallow. You see, 

I’m really okay with relinquishment as long as I get recog-

nized or honored for it. When I get recognized for how 

relinquished I am, when I set aside my rights with recogni-

tion as a goal, that’s not love, that’s quid pro quo. When I 

give up control in order to be honored for giving up con-

trol, that’s not love, that’s pride. 

If we get our cues from Jesus, it only makes sense to 

practice relinquishment as frequently and fundamentally 

as He did…and for the same reasons he did.  

My 43-year-old brother in law died last month…stage 

4 lung cancer. Relinquishment is not easy. Sometimes it’s 

very much unwanted. Sometimes it’s forced upon us. 

 

What makes relinquishment most ominous is every 

time we give something up, we die a little, and we hate 

to die. 

Let me remind you, we are people of the Resurrec-

tion and you have to die to be resurrected. Or as Jesus 

said, “Unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and 

dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it 

bears much fruit…” 

What is it you need to relinquish today. Maybe a 

fear over the future. Maybe a death grip on a relation-

ship. Maybe a feeling that it all depends on your wit or 

charm or knowledge. Maybe a dependence on 

self…rather than a trust in God. 

Whatever it is, this is a great prayer to pray, not just 

on New Years’ Eve, but every day of your life! Pray it 

with me… 

A Covenant Prayer in the Wesleyan Tradition  

(Contemporary Version)  

 

I am no longer my own, but yours. 

Put me to what you will, place me with whom you will. 

Put me to doing, put me to suffering. 

Let me be put to work for you or set aside for you, 

Praised for you or criticized for you. 

Let me be full, let me be empty. 

Let me have all things, let me have nothing. 

I freely and fully surrender all things to your glory and 

service. 

And now, O wonderful and holy God, 

Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer,  

you are mine, and I am yours. 

So be it. 

And the covenant which I have made on earth, 

Let it also be made in heaven.  Amen. 

 

You Are Loved! 

 Pastor Vic Willis 
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       A soft and tender open heart is what we want to 

maintain.  In some ways, our hearts are like para-

chutes; no matter how good and colorful the para-

chute is… you will crash unless it opens.   

 

     If our hearts are not open, they will not work 

properly and our lives will crash to the ground.  A 

shut heart results in our eyes and ears to become 

closed, and we ultimately become emotionally numb 

to our surroundings.  However, when we open up our 

hearts, our sight and hearing will be restored.  New 

doors to new fellowship will open and joyful love 

will find us.  When you open your heart, the thor-

oughfare to heaven will open up to you.  

  

     It is not healthy to have minds that are inflexible 

and hard.  In order to prevent having an inflexible 

mind, we need to exercise the mind regularly as well.  

As someone puts it, “Reading is to the Mind; what 

Exercise is to the Body.”  Reading is an exercise that 

strengthens our thinking.   

 

     In the same way, we need to exercise our hearts to 

prevent them from being hardened.  A hardened 

heart will not open as easily as a tender heart.  As we 

get older, we need to stretch and exercise regularly 

or we will become stiff; our backs lose flexibility 

and our hearts become unhealthy.  It is very interest-

ing to know that the synonym for the word 

“tenderness” is “tenderheartedness.” 

 

Tenderness is proof of vitality and life.  A sprout 

grows because it is soft and tender.  A bud grows 

because it is soft.  It is this same softness, which al-

lows the flower to bloom and upon that tenderness, it 

matures into a fruit.  Softness is essential to life and 

provides freshness.  Being soft or tender means be-

ing loving, gentle, flexible, and adaptable to what 

life brings.  In this life of freshness, the vitality be-

gins to flow out and begins to soak the surroundings 

with love.   

 

      

“My servant grew up in the LORD's presence like a 

tender green shoot, like a root in dry ground...”, 

“Out of the stump of David's family will grow a 

shoot – yes, a new Branch bearing fruit from the old 

root.” (Isaiah 53:2a and 11:3 NLT) What a descrip-

tion of the coming Messiah, as prophesied by prophet 

Isaiah.  It was from Jesus’ tender heart and tender 

mind we bore our fruitfulness.   

 

     Live a soft life with this tender heart of Jesus.  Let 

us continue on as his true followers and live with the 

hope found in the message and life of Jesus, even 

after resurrection.  As we continue to live the life of 

hope and be his true disciples, the message of Easter 

will linger long beyond Easter.  Let us share the ten-

der love of Jesus with others with a tender heart and 

a calm tender smile on our face.  We want to have 

within us, Jesus’ tender-heart and tender-mind.  

So then…  

     Let us live a tender life with a tender-heartedness 

of Jesus, the Christ, and be blessed… 

Pastor Bo 

Absorbed in the tenderness of the Spring… and  

getting healthier by your love and prayers… 

 

“…And Jesus matured, growing up in both body and 

spirit, blessed by both God and people.” 

                                                 (Luke 2:52b Message)  

     

 

A Word from…….Pastor Bo 

Living in Tenderness 
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      Ms. Patty’s Playroom 

      Some mornings my husband 

asks me “What’s on your agenda 

for today?” This question makes 

me giggle because I may have a list of things to do, 

but honestly, my day depends on the needs of the 

children and our staff.  It was an interesting question 

though, so I thought I would share a typical day in 

this Director’s life. Hold on...it’s going to be a wild 

ride! 

 

     Most Days:  I arrive at 7:30. We’ve already been 

open an hour and Amy gives me the run down on 

what’s happening.  This can range from the number 

of staff that have called in sick, parents who may 

want to speak with me or children that are sick.  

What that first few minutes entails often influences 

the trajectory of my day.  On a good day, no staff 

has called in sick, there is no contagious illness afoot 

and if a parent does want to speak to me, it is to say 

something positive.  I love these days...they’re rare 

but so great!  A more challenging day is when I 

come in and 2 teachers are out with the stomach 

bug, and there are kids throwing up in multiple 

rooms. I need to help clean up the mess while a par-

ent is waiting in my office for who knows what rea-

son, and I need to call the parents of the sick chil-

dren to have them pick them up when another round 

of throwing up and diarrhea begins.  Is it 8:00 yet? 

 

     By 8:30, most everyone is here.  It is supposed to 

be everyone, but there are always stragglers.  The 

doors to the classrooms have closed, the crying has 

calmed down and the day officially begins. I can 

hear the Teachers teaching, the children asking ques-

tions, music playing, laughter and every now and 

then a loud scream of excitement.  As I walk the 

halls, checking on various classrooms, the children 

are anxious to share what they are working on.  I am 

seeing someone who has been struggling with steady 

walking take several steps.  The little girl who has 

cried everyday when she is dropped off isn’t crying 

today and the three year olds are spelling their 

names!  It is a good morning.  I am so grateful that 

today the little boy who often screams because he 

doesn’t like transitions is smiling, the other little boy 

who uses language I’m not even allowed to use is 

saying kind words to his friends.  The little girl who 

 loves to bite her friends doesn’t seem hungry for 

them today and all of the Teachers are working to-

gether to cover for those who are out sick.   

 

     Depending on the day, the rest of my time is 

spent on meetings outside the office, dealing with 

finances, scheduling, billing, thank you notes, re-

solving disputes amongst the children (and some-

times staff), recruiting for new students, providing 

tours, covering a classroom so a Teacher can use the 

bathroom, taking a child to the bathroom so the 

Teacher can continue to work with the other children 

in the room, answering the phone, responding to 

emails, updating our website and Parent Facebook 

pages, and trying to observe a classroom to ensure 

things are going the way we intend them to go.  

Some days fly by, and I don’t get everything done 

but I do get to spend time with the kids and that 

makes everything worth it. 

 

     My favorite part of the day at the center is nap 

time because it is quiet.  It is a time I can write arti-

cles such as this one; it is a time I can touch base 

with a Teacher about specifics; it is a time I can re-

flect, and sometimes a time I get the privilege of 

helping one of our little ones fall asleep.  It is also a 

time I hear Teacher laughter in the breakroom, when 

we pull pranks on one another and when we get just 

a brief moment to say “Ahhhh!” 

 

     On most days, I get to go home between 4:30 and 

5:30.  Sometimes I’m here until 8 but not like when I 

first arrived.  Back then I had a huge learning curve 

and didn’t have an amazing Assistant Director and 

Staff to help me, so I was here almost every night 

until 8 then went home and worked some more.  I 

love what I do and am so grateful I get to do it here 

at EUMC.  Well, there you go...a typical day of a 

Director...LOL 

 

Patty Tuff 
Director of Preschool 
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At Home 
Janet Albrecht 

Fran Altman 

Jenny Chastain 

Joe & Ethel Croce 

Audrey Grant 

Shirley Grayson 

Lori Ierardi 

Howard & Nan Jackson 

Jean Kushall 

Deborah Larsen 

Betty Madison 

Geri Meneely 

Roger & Barb Molendyke 

Jackie Morton 

Damon & Ruth Runyon 

Adele Stewart 

Mary Thompson 

Helen Williams 

Gina Willis 

Virginia Wilson 

  

At Nursing Home or Assisted Living 
Frances Bates—Heritage Oaks 

Alice Buck—Gardens of Venice 

Helen Campbell—Heritage Oaks 

Margaret Cypher—Grand Villa 

Ruth Davidson—Pinebrook 

Gayle Davis— Magnolia Acres 

Jim & Shirley Davis—Grand Villa 

Geri Demmin—Pinebrook 

Marjorie Fitzgerald—Family Affair 

Helen Funk—Venetian Gardens 

Shirleen Gallagher—Live Oak Manor 

Peg Grim—Heritage Oaks 

Colleen Haag—Heritage Oaks 

Dorothy Hill—Liana Memory Care 

Barbara Liddle—Aston Gardens 

Charles Lindberg—Heritage Oaks 

Audrey MacEhiney-Rogers—Towers of Venice 

Vivian Miller—Sunset Lakes Village 

Jim Roch—Maris Pointe 

Jeanne Sawyer—Inglenook 

Vivian Slimak—Brookdale Palmer Ranch 

Marilyn Smith—Summerfield—Bradenton 

Willard & Janet Wilson—Heritage Oaks  

 

 

   Congregational Care 

     Do you live alone?  In need of company?  Would you like someone to visit, enjoy your company and pray 

with you?  Congregational Care Ministers are on hand to visit with you on a monthly basis, sharing their min-

istry through prayer and communion. Please call Pastor Don at 941-474-5588 to request a CCM minister.  

 

Living with Loss Luncheon 
     The March 10th Living with Loss luncheon will be held at Landy’s, 11:30 a.m. All Grief Share partici-

pants are invited and encouraged to attend. Please RSVP to Linda Jencks at 941-421-4067 or lwle-

umc@gmail.com 

Grief  Share   
     “Grief Share, Journey from Mourning to Joy” is a 13 week session seminar for those who have experi-

enced the death of a loved one recently or some time ago.  Watch for the class that will begin this Fall.   Ad-

ditional information will be given in the next few months. 

 

God Bless You, 

Pastor Don 
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Comparative Financial  

Operations/Performance 

For the 12 months ending 

                 January 31, 2020   

       2020      2019         

Tithes & Offerings $166,716 $155,022 

Cash Expenditures $124,460 $111,708 

Tithes & Offerings 

Less Expenditures     $   42,256        $ 43,314 

Country Breakfast! 

Served by Men’s Fellowship 

Saturdays 7:30 to 11:00am 

2019-2020 

 

 

 
 

March 7 & 21 

April 4 

All the Pancakes You Can Eat! 

OJ & Bottomless Coffee/Tea 

With 

Egg & Sausage or Biscuit &  

Sausage Gravy or 

Quiche & Fresh Fruit or Waffles 

$6.00 

Children under 12 eat FREE!  

       Intercessory Prayer 

       “Prayer Warriors”- Who We Are 

     Studying God’s Word and praying are the first steps to 

developing a relationship with Jesus. We need to understand 

His ways and promises before we can love and trust Him. 

     Knowing Jesus requires we spend time with Him –

worshipping, and listening to Him through prayer. In order 

to achieve a true friendship, we must talk with Christ as 

with a true friend, and listen to Him speak to us. 

     I asked Prayer, In His Presence, “prayer warriors” to 

share why they pray; why each one has been called to pray, 

and why they answered God’s call.  Each month you will be 

introduced to each “prayer warrior.” Barb Ierardi, Leader. 

     Prayer has always been a part of my life. When I was a 

child my prayers were usually rote for meals or bedtime. 

Through my mother, I felt the importance of prayer. My 

prayers then became The Lord’s Prayer plus “special pray-

ers.” Talking to God became pretty regular. What I was 

missing was that personal relationship with Jesus. 

     After getting married, God became my refuge and 

strength. It is during this time I accepted Christ as my Sav-

ior. Prayers took on a new meaning as the Holy Spirit en-

tered into praying for others and events like the Vietnam 

War. 

     Early on, I witnessed the power of prayer for our daugh-

ter with a rare blood disorder and a man healed from a se-

vere brain tumor. Our marriage has lasted over 50 years 

definitely by God’s grace and many prayers. 

     These prayers came from prayer groups at churches. Be-

cause of the power of prayer I became involved with prayer 

groups after retirement. What a blessing to be a part of 

God’s involvement in the lives of His children! 

     When I came to EUMC, I saw that a prayer group al-

ready existed. Upon my initial visit to Doan Chapel, I felt 

the Spirit present in the chapel and in each prayer warrior. 

They sincerely care about the needs of others. 

      The lists we receive each week are long, yet each indi-

vidual we pray for is important to God. We grieve for those 

who have lost loved ones. We celebrate when God heals, 

rescues, redeems, restores. 

     “Is any one of you in trouble?’ He should pray. If anyone 

is happy, let him sing songs of praises.” James 5:13. For 

example, we prayed for a baby with complications while in 

her mother’s womb. Today this miracle named Libby 

Libby is 3 years old! Men and women have received 

Christ and turned their lives around. I hope more 

“prayer warriors” will join us. God will use the gift in 

you to bless others, visit and experience. 

     Lastly, this group is a blessing. The light of Christ 

glows through each one. Love encompasses our group 

beyond what I imagined. 

“Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for 

each other so that you may be healed. The prayer of a 

righteous man is powerful and effective.” James 5:16 

Priscilla Wolfe,  

EUMC “Prayer Warrior” 
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            Ministry of Music 

     The Children’s Seasonal 

Choir rehearse on Sundays at 

10:15 in the Chapel with Direc-

tor Shirley Kmetz. They sang for 

the 9:15 and 11:00 services in 

February and will again be sing-

ing in March.   

 

     Fonda & Friends Concert will take place on Sun-

day, March 15 at 2:00 p.m. in he Sanctuary. I have 

invited several of my friends to “take the stage” with 

me for an entertaining and awe-

some concert. I will be at the or-

gan for several selections, as well 

as the piano. Included on the pro-

gram will be a marimba solo, a 

handbell duet, and a percussion 

ensemble. Three talented Lake-

wood Ranch High School 

(Bradenton) students will be playing trumpet, eupho-

nium and flute solos for which they recently earned 

superior ratings  the Florida Bandmasters Association 

solo music performance assessments. 

 

     “Worthy is the Lamb!” by Lloyd Larson is the 

Easter Cantata to be presented by The Sanctuary 

Choir on March 29 at the 9:00 and 11 a.m. worship 

services. The title comes from the Scripture verse in 

Revelations 5:12: “Worthy is the lamb, who was 

slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and 

strength an honor and glory and praise!” 

APPALACHIA SERVICE PROJECT 
 (Making Homes, Warmer, Safer & Drier)  

 

     ASP here at EUMC is 

looking for volunteers for this 

Fall’s October mission to 

Jonesville, Virginia. ASP mis-

sion is a project in southwest-

ern Virginia that focuses on 

making homes Warmer, Safer &  Dryer for those 

in need in that area with limited resources. 

 

     Both men and women are needed. You do NOT 

have to have building skills.  A willingness to fol-

low instructions and a desire to serve is all that is 

required. 

 

Martin Bencsick 

pinesandbox@sbcglobal.net 

Margie Kennedy 

mkenn01@hotmail.com 

 

 

 

 

   

College Scholarship  Applications  

 
     Scholarships through the United Methodist Wom-

en are  available in the church office.  They must be 

submitted by March 31st. Scholarships are only avail-

able to High School Seniors. Pick the form up in the 

church office. 

 

 

 

     DivorceCare is a faith-based 13 week group that 

meets weekly to help you through the pain and 

hurt of separation or divorce. The topics are di-

verse and relevant to the different emotions caused 

when a marriage is ended.  The time is spent view-

ing a video, small group discussion (not mandatory 

to participate verbally) and prayer.  

     The workbook walks you through and helps 

you with daily thoughts and stories of others in 

similar situations. Our next session will begin 

April 7th in Room 100 at 6:00 p.m.  The workbook 

are $15. Scholarships are available.  
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   Dinner in Fellowship Hall 

               5:00-6:15pm 
 There is a $7 suggested donation. 

Take out meals are $7 each.  

 As always children eat for free! 

Kid’s meals are always served.  

Left over food is given to 

Englewood Meals on Wheels. 

 

MENU 

 

March 4 

Roasted Pork Loin 

Stuffing 

Mashed Potatoes with Gravy 

Green Beans 

Tossed Salad 

Peach Melba Cake 

 

March 11 

Chicken Chimichanga 

Spanish Rice 

Refried Beans 

Blueberry Cobbler 

 

March 18 

Country Fried Steak 

Loaded Mashed Potatoes 

Corn 

Tossed Salad 

Boston Cream Cake Cup 

 

March 25 

Chicken Ala King over Puff Pastry 

Roasted Garlic Mushrooms 

Tossed Salad 

Ice Cream Floats 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join us on Wednesday 

evenings for dinner! 

Lenten Devotionals 

Available in the church office and in Fellowship 

Hall on Sundays—$10 each. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Follow the gospel story from Luke 9:18 through 

Luke 24:8, beginning atop Transfiguration  

Mountain and finishing up with the Resurrection.  

Calling All EUMC Women!   

 Thursday,  March 5, at 11:30 a.m.  

     Join another spiritual learning gala with a 

Brunch Buffet and exciting adventures of Dave and 

Sue Whitlock’s Kenya Mission Trips!   

 

 

 

 

     

 

  

      

     Dorcus Circle will host this educational event 

starting at 11:30 a.m. with social time followed by a 

Brunch Buffet at noon.   

     This occasion will also be our Prayer and Self-

Denial Pledge Program.  Please bring a brunch dish 

to pass…    

SEE YOU THERE!!! 
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Super Senior Birthday 
Registration 

 
Name   

Birth Date            /           / 

                   Month    Day     Year 

 Are you a Super Senior of 

four score years or more?  We 

have the names and birth dates 

of many of our 80 (or more) 

years old, but we want to rec-

ognize ALL of these honored 

members.  Please register your 

birthday if you haven’t done 

so already. Just call the church 

office or send in the registra-

tion form. 

 The Super Senior birthdays 

are listed each month in the 

Messenger.  Help them cele-

brate their super birthday by 

congratulating them on their 

special day. 

March 

Super Senior 

Birthdays 

** 90 (or over) Years Young! 

 

3/08  Luella Davis 

3/11  Marlene Baker 

3/14  James Padgett ** 

3/15  Jeanette Johnson  

3/16  Jody Brokaw 

3/16  Sue Brookstra 

3/18  Franklin Sykes 

3/20  Jeanne Sawyer ** 

3/25  Julia Ferguson 

3/31  Duane Ellenberger ** 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                 Easter Lily Plants 

     As in the past, we will be decorating our Sanctuary with lily plants for the Easter Sunday services.  If you 

would like to order a plant “in honor” or “in memory” of someone special, please fill out the slip below.   

     Please put the form and your check made payable to EUMC, $10.00 per plant, in an envelope and place it in 

the offering plate or drop off  at the church office.  

                                             The deadline to order is Monday, March 23rd
 

                                                                        Please Print Clearly 

 

Name:___________________________________________________________Phone _________________ 

In Memory Of:__________________________________________________________________________ 

In Honor Of:____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________Number of plants ordered. 

________I will take my plant(s) after the 11:00 a.m. service. 

________I will leave my plant(s) for the homebound. 
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Mission Notes            

The Rearview Mirror and Looking Forward 

     Although this is the March Messenger, I want to 

take this opportunity to thank all those who attended 

our “Re-Creation Concert.” What a spirited group of 

young people we had for a lively and energetic presen-

tation. We’ll see them again, promise. A couple of 

other things which happened in February late are out-

lined below.  

     The shipping container filled with goods for Cuba 

was shipped, arrived in Havana and been inspected.  

Ten water purification 

systems, ten bicycles, 

medical machines, over 

the counter medicines, 

walkers and many day-

care items have been 

released. Pastor Jose' 

Ramon picked up the shipment from Havana and de-

livered to  destinations throughout Cuba. Pictured is a 

bicycle which was delivered to a Cuban Pastor.  

      UGANDA UPDATE 

What a pleasure it was to welcome Ryan Kaminski to 

our church again 

on February 16. 

His work in 

Uganda is truly 

amazing. The 

preschool he had 

dreamed of start-

ing is now open 

and filled with little children who will enjoy being fed, 

cared for and learning about Jesus. Can we get an 

Amen! 

Water Purification Systems 

     On Sunday, March 1, Kenn 

Visser of Water One, Inc. will be in 

the Fellowship Hall after all 3 ser-

vices to demonstrate the water puri-

fication systems which are being 

sent to Cuba. Come and get an up 

close look at these systems which 

are being installed at churches and 

are providing free, clean water to 

anyone who wants it.  

Cuba – So Near and Yet So Far 

     On Thursday, 

March 5, Dan 

Christopherson 

will be in Doan 

Chapel at 1:30 

p.m. to deliver a 

message on the 

status of the Cuban 

churches. Anyone 

who has an interest 

in our neighbors only 95 miles away is encouraged 

to attend. All of your questions will be answered 

about this important ministry. 

You Are Invited  

     The Southwest District Missions Program, Inc. 

invites you to a panel discussion entitled 

“Breaking The Silence on Cuba” on Saturday, 

March 21, 11:30am – 2:30 p.m., at Christ United 

Methodist Church, 1475 Center Road, Venice. The 

speakers will be Pastor Jose Ramon, Past Cuban 

District Superintendent, Ken Visser, Water One, 

Inc., Jan Christopherson, “Cuba From a Woman’s 

Perspective.”  Ginny Derrough will be the modera-

tor and translator. Free BBQ lunch will be served. 

Come and hear what is being done and what re-

mains to be done.  

Agape Flights—Pie In the Sky 

Saturday, March 7  

100 Airport Ave E, Venice, FL 34285 

Nancy Prins, Mission Chair 
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  Book Buzz….. 
     I have been reading about the amazing Leonardo da 

Vinci.  I am sure many of you have visited Paris, the 

Louvre Museum, to viewMona Lisa.  Did you know that 

this painting depicts Lisa Gherardini, the wife of Fran-

cesco del Giocondo, a Florentine silk merchant?  The 

painting is beautiful. It is 500 years old and remains so 

colorful.  It is protected by a thick layer of glass that 

must be cleaned regularly.  The painting has never been 

restored. 

 

     Did you know that in order to understand every fiber 

of our bodies, Leonardo dissected human cadavers?  He 

drew the bones and muscles of the arm and shoulder, leg 

and foot.  He would tease out musculature in three di-

mensions to see for himself how a leg bends or an arm 

cradles.  Had he published his many drawings, he would 

have been recognized as the founder of modern anato-

my. 

 

     Leonardo was born to unwed parents on April 15, 

1452 near Vinci, a rural town between Florence and Pi-

sa.  As Leonardo grew and began to sketch and paint as 

a youngster, he was introduced to Andrea del Verroc-

chio, who agreed to take Leonardo on as an apprentice 

in his Florence workshop.  Together they produced the 

gilded copper ball that sits upon the Cathedral of Santa 

Maria del Fiore.  Many famous painters passed through 

this workshop and exposed Leonardo to a wide range of 

technical skills including drafting, chemistry, metallur-

gy, metal working, plaster casting, leather working, me-

chanics and woodwork as well as the artistic skills of 

drawing, painting, sculpting and modelling.  

 

     We are all familiar with his painting of The Last Sup-

per.  This painting took him three years to complete.  

(1495-1498).  It was a commission piece for the monas-

tery of Santa Maria delle Grazie.  He was living and 

painting in a studio in Milan at this time. 

 

     Leonardo died at Clos Luce on May 2, 1519 at the 

age of 67.  Some say he may have had a stroke at the 

age of 65 as his right hand seemed paralyzed, which 

may be the reason he left the Mona Lisa unfinished. 

 

     Sometimes we play the game “If you could choose to 

have a special person for dinner, who would it be?”  Can 

you imagine the thrill of meeting with Leonardo! 

 

Pam Heady, Your Church Librarian 

Memorial Corner 

1/17  Carol Horner 
1/18  Brian McNutt 

1/23  John Herr 
1/28  Joe Martin 

1/27  Russell Kyper 
2/2  John Watson 
2/3  Ann Foster 

2/8  Diane Keemon 
2/8  Dr. John Flower 

2/9   Joan Cotran 
 

Our thoughts and prayers are with their  
family and friends. 

Save the Dates: 

Permanent Endowment Committee  

Educational Seminars 
 

March 18, 2020 If Your Spouse Passes 

Away, Are Your Affairs in Order? 

 What Will Your Legacy Be?  

Dorothy L. Korszen, Attorney,  

Farr Law Firm—6:30pm—Doan Chapel. 

 

Annual Event: March 1, 2020  

Mustard Seed Society Luncheon 

Cuba Update  
with 

Dan Christopherson,  

SW District Cuba 

Coordinator 

Thursday, March 5, 2020 

    Doan Chapel—1:30pm 

 

What has changed? What has not changed?       

What do tourist see? What do they not see? 

Dan will be here to answer your questions  

and  present a slide presentation of the  

Cuba he travels to several times a year. 
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     Prayers &  Squares will gather 

together on Thursday, March 19 

from 10AM- 3PM in FH2 to see 

what blessings the Lord has for us in 

the way of offering comfort and 

"building up" of others among us 

through prayer and His abundant grace.  Please be 

aware that this ministry's purpose is not to make 

and distribute prayer quilts.  Instead we are privi-

leged to encourage and enrich the prayer life of our 

church family through the use of prayer quilts.  One 

of the biggest blessings is that when someone in 

need receives their quilt, they are able to cover 

themselves in the love and prayers of God's people. 

     Please remember that you can arrive anytime af-

ter 10:00 a.m. and stay as long as you like.  You are 

not committed to come every month, but certainly 

always invited to enjoy our fellowship as we serve 

others in His name.  We are an "open door" minis-

try:  come when you are able and stay as long as 

you'd like.  You are never late and always consid-

ered a blessing.  We will break for lunch, usually at 

12:30, so bring a bagged lunch and beverage if 

you're in the neighborhood.  Refrigerators are avail-

able. 

     Please call or email me if you have any ques-

tions. I sometimes forget to include an important 

detail. 

In Christ's Love, 

Jane Parker   
 941-564-6844  
 firstjp@aol.com 

 

One Day Spiritual Gifts  

Assessment 

Network Curriculum 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Facilitated by:  

Lynn Harder, Ellie Manser & Carole Storch 

Saturday, March 14, 9:00-4:00 

Cost: $15— lunch included 

 

Register in Fellowship Hall between  

services or by calling  the church office  

941-474-5588. 

Volunteer Appreciation Sunday 
March 8, 2020 

 
     We have well over 100 ministries, classes, 

events and groups at EUMC and they are all possi-

ble because of people who volunteer to make them 

happen.  We want to recognize those people on 

Sunday, March 8 in all 3 services.   

 

     We will also have a special thank gift in Fellow-

ship Hall for anyone who has volunteered at EUMC 

in the past year.  Please be sure to stop by and let us 

express our appreciation from the staff, congrega-

tion and community. 

EUMC Town Hall Meeting –  

Save the Date! 

     We will be hosting another 

“Town Hall Meeting” on  

Monday, March 23, 2020 at 7pm 

in the Sanctuary.  

 

     Updates on our campus storage/youth building 

plans will be provided along with discussion about 

the United Methodist General Conference upcom-

ing vote on separation.  You will have opportuni-

ties to ask questions.  Please come be informed! 

mailto:firstjp@aol.com
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Easter Blessing Basket Assembly 

→ Tuesday, March 10th, 6-7:30pm, open to all 

→ Wednesday, March 11th, 6-7:30pm, children and families 

→ Sunday, March 15th, 12:30-2pm, open to all 

 

Basket Pick-up dates for local families will be held in  

Room 103 of the Lampp building as follows: 
Monday, March 16th, 6-8pm 

Thursday, March 19th, 6-8pm 

                                      Friday, March 20th, 6-8pm 

                                    Saturday, March 21st, 8-11am 

 

*Remaining baskets will be delivered to All Children’s Hospital on March 21st. 

 

Donations of candy, baskets, Easter grass, infant gifts, balls and toys are needed 

Annual Egg Hunt, Saturday April 11th: 

On-site registration & fun begin at 9am. There will be crafts, games, snacks, rock climbing 

and lots of activities.  

The age appropriate egg hunts begin at 10:30. 

Volunteers are in high demand! 

Bring donations or sign up to help by calling 941-474-5588, or email Suzie Asa at 

suzie@englewoodumc.net 

Pre-register kids at www.englewoodumc.net 
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Confidentiality: Walking the Fine Line  

Between Youth Ministry and Parents'  

Right to Know 

 
Jim Leibelt—Homeword.com 

A high school student chose to share the news of her pregnancy with her youth pas-

tor, rather than her parents. When her parents found out they were hurt that they were not the first to learn the 

news. And they were upset at the youth pastor for not immediately telling them after she found out. 

     A fine line exists for youth workers who need to carefully balance the need for maintaining confidentiality 

when a student shares private details about her or his life and a parent's right to know important details. Often 

times, it's not easy! 

     First, when a student is willing to share critical information with a youth worker, it is powerful evidence 

that the youth worker is really connecting with students, cares about them, and that they view her or him as 

being trustworthy. Make no mistake, confidentiality matters. And violations of confidentiality among stu-

dents spread like wildfire. A youth worker who breaks confidentiality once is a youth worker that students 

won't trust to share anything of importance. 

     Secondly, most youth workers also understand a parent's need for important information about their chil-

dren. They understand that confidentiality is important, but that it also has its limits. 

     Most youth workers get the balance right, more often than not. They know they have legal reporting obli-

gations when kids share about harming themselves, being harmed, or others being harmed. They know not to 

make promises to kids that they cannot keep. They know to clarify with a student that they will have to act in 

the student's best interest. They know not to surprise kids when they need to share private information, and to 

be clear about their intentions in doing so. In a situation like teen pregnancy, they know that the parents need 

to learn about their daughter's situation. They will help the student to recognize the need for telling her par-

ents, and even assist her, and provide follow-up. They will continue to provide support for the student and 

the parents along the journey through a challenging season of life. 

 

     The bottom line about youth ministry and confidentiality is that the issue falls under the umbrella of a 

partnership that must exist between parents and youth ministries. Wherever this real partnership exists, it's a 

source of tremendous encouragement for parents to know that a team of loving, caring, Christ-following 

adults is surrounding them and their kids, particularly in life's difficult moments. 

Upcoming Youth Events 

 The youth will join the B.I.G. program on 

March 20th –22nd   Registration is Now Open. 

 Summer Youth Mission trip with TeamEffort is scheduled for June 14th-

20th.  This year we will be going to Panama City Florida to assist with hurri-

cane relief efforts.  See E-News for details on how to Register. 

Join us on Wednesday 

evenings 5:45-7:45 for 

IGNITE 

Kory Hall, Director of Youth Ministries 
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A SERVANT CHURCH 

Following the example 

Of Jesus Christ, 

The Englewood United 

Methodist Church 

Shall strive to make God 

And His Kingdom 

More real through our 

Caring, worship, study 

Fellowship & outreach. 

To this end, as a  

Servant Church, 

We offer ourselves  

And our facilities 

For the Christian growth 

Of all persons. 

 

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE         

Adopted 1978           Revised 1989 

 


